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Normally I keep it light. “Normally” is quite a word. Normally we find rapidly the joy in another
year of Wadham rowers, already doubly blessed to be at that university and that college,
blessing themselves triply by getting up early and working hard to be fast and to be
together, then submitting themselves to competition, frequently with great results. That joy
shines from the Captains’ reports you will find here, from Kat Land and Tom Haward. There
were triumphs and bitter losses and deep learning, all in good faith, heavily supported by a
broad group of unselfish volunteers, whom Kat and Tom properly thank.

But this is not a normal time because Mark Aitman just died, and Simon Evans died in
December. There were so many happy faces at the regatta and the dinner, but, younger
readers, please give a further thought to the faces below, and the people behind them, Mark
on the left and Simon on the right. They both served the Boat Club for more than a decade,
Mark especially working on the database and Simon creating the newsletter. They did this
because they wanted students to carry on enjoying the fun that they themselves had
experienced at College. They cared. They always overdelivered, while also doing so for their
families and friends and work. Their voices will be in our minds for a very long time. 

I think they were the sort of people who the man in the middle, the Society’s founder, Vere
Ducker, might have hoped would follow in his shoes, because rowing matters, because
sport matters, because life is short and the craft so long to learn. I hope all three of them are
now up in a glorious boatie Valhalla, which looks remarkably like Hall, looking down at the
exertions of their successors on the Isis. You are rowing in their puddles. Do it well, and have
fun, and you are honouring everything they were doing for you, even though you maybe did
not know it at the time. That’s what the Society is about.

Best wishes to all,

Ben Williams
Chair, WCBCS
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In a framed photograph on the wall of the boathouse, there is a picture celebrating 40 years of Wadham's
involvement with Remenham. As we look ahead to 2026, marking the 50th anniversary of this occasion, it is worth
revisiting how this tradition began. To discover the origin story, I spoke with Jonty Steel, ex-chairman of Remenham
club:

50 Years of Service
Isabelle Legge

50 years ago, Wadham was coached by Bob Marks. One evening at London Rowing Club, one of the seven
constituent clubs of Remenham, Marks was talking to Peter Jones, who aired his concerns to Marks about trouble
finding bar staff for the club during Henley Royal Regatta. Marks said, well I'm coaching one of the Wadham 8s,
why don't I have a word with them and see if they want to come? The Wadhamites were keen, and they were put
up at the Five Horseshoes. Their beds were in an outhouse where they slept in sleeping bags on straw. I’m happy
to inform you that the accommodation has improved since then!

Following the origins of the Wadham-Remenham relationship, it’s interesting to look at how Wadham’s involvement
has grown over time. Another Remenham Club event is the Remenham Challenge, a head of the river race held in
December for founding clubs, from Chiswick Pier to Vesta Flagpole. The seven clubs which comprise Remenham are:
London Rowing Club, Vesta Rowing Club, Thames Rowing Club, Twickenham Rowing Club, Kingston Rowing Club,
Molesey Boat Club and Staines Boat Club. When Jonty Steel was Remenham President, he suggested Wadham be
included in the race. In 2021, I was fortunate enough to race the challenge, although if I had been aware of the course
length before I got to the start line (about 3 miles) and the fact that our cox box only worked in the front half of the
boat, I probably would have stayed in bed.

Remenham Club also holds an Annual Dinner at one of the founding clubs, to which the current Wadham
Presidents are invited. Apologies to the gentleman in the cream blazer I spilt red wine on one year. I blame
Jane Osborne, who kept me hydrated (read inebriated). The inclusion of Wadham in these extra occasions
helps to cement the relationship of the two clubs and gives an insight to what rowing can be like post
university.



                                                                                                  ---
This year, whilst I forwent the bar work (although some may say I never did it when I was at Remenham either) and
focused on the club ticket purchase admin for the run up to the regatta, many current students again went to work.
Jay Jenkins was one such student: 

In 2018, I was asked whether I would join the Remenham committee as one of Vesta’s representatives and I was
swiftly appointed as the person to liaise with Wadham, given my connections to the college. I’m currently
Membership Secretary at Remenham and through that I know an enormous number of the 1000 members and I
frequently receive feedback about how much they value the relationship with Wadham and look forward to seeing
the friendly faces each year to serve their pints.

Why were my summers at Remenham so important? Because over those years, whilst working behind the bar, I
met people on the other side who would become my closest friends. The members of Vesta stuck in my mind as
people I’d come to know well. In early September 1999, having graduated in the summer and worked at Remenham
soon after the end of term, I walked into Vesta to find out how to row there. It took a few minutes before they
worked out where they knew me from, and I was welcomed with open arms. I’ve been a member of Vesta since
1999. It was with Vesta that I got a Women’s Henley Medal in 2003 and I’ve been chairman since 2021.

I can’t remember with certainty whether the first year I worked at Remenham
was 1997 or 1998. If I’d realised then what impact Remenham Club would
have on the rest of my life, maybe I would have committed it more firmly to
memory. Richard Higgins was in charge of the bar and the staff and Jonty
Steel was ever present. This was long before the days of electronic tills and
card payments. We were all adept at mental arithmetic and there were ready
reckoners stuck to the wooden pillars of the bar, giving figures for multiple
pints of beer and Pimm’s. Pimm’s was poured by hand with a spirit measure.
Tips were always received in the form of “and something for yourself,”
which we would duly charge the customer for and then put the coinage in a
large jar which was totalled up at the end of the week and divided between
us.

                                                                                             ---

While Jane Osborne KC now splits her time between the bar and being a bar-rister, she still manages to dedicate
her time to both the WCBCS Committee and the Remenham Committee:

Working at Remenham for the first time this year was definitely a highlight of the summer. When I first signed up, I
didn’t realise what a unique opportunity it was – being able to make money and watch some incredible rowing
while engaging with the Regatta as a guest. WCBC must be the only people in Remenham who end up making
money at Henley (or at least break even).

Those with previous experience helped bring the rest of the team up to speed, and by the end of the week,
everyone was pulling pints like they’d been working there a year.  This was a really lovely send off for people who
were leaving the club, and also a great way to bring together those staying on, especially across the Open and
Women’s side – 10/10 would recommend to a friend.
                                                                                                                           -–-

In speaking to current and past Wadham Remenham workers and those on the other side of the bar, it is clear to see
how integral Wadham has become to the Regatta proceedings. On Saturday night at Remenham this year, revenue
was up 100%! Hopefully these results can keep being smashed, and not any glasses, and that there will still be
Wadham staff at Henley in another 50 years' time.



Remenham 2025 Bar Stats
· 845 Pimm’s jugs sold
· 923 Pimm’s pints sold

· 130 bottles of Champagne
· 2000 pints of IPA

· 1100 pints of Asahi
· 610 Baby Guinness shots
· 250 pints of Lucky Saint

· 112 peroni alc free



 Open Captain’s Report
Thomas Haward

This year brought all the usual chaos of college rowing – the endless river closures and rules, training 4 boats with
2 coxes, seasonal waves of recruitment and drop-outs, with rowers working to cut their splits on the ergs and pint
times at the socials. It’s been a fantastic year, building on last year’s rejuvenation of the open side both on and off
the water.

After last year’s permanent river closures, it seems
like a miracle that novices were able to row for most
of November. A huge novice intake saw the club put
together 3 boats of keen open-side novices. The kind
weather wouldn’t last forever – with the Tamesis
regatta cancelled, our novices instead competed in a
consortium ergatta at the end of term. Their hard
work throughout the term paid off, beating every
Anne’s and Hugh’s crew they came up against. 

Michaelmas term for the seniors saw the implementation
of Jules’ squad system, rotating crews to keep everyone
on their toes. The hard work of our senior rowers,
combined with the successful recruitment drive set a great
platform for a competitive squad going into Hilary term.

Hilary term saw the graduation of novices into seniors with
strong retention, and many with their eye on the higher
boats. Squeezing as many outings as possible in the short
bursts of green flag was enough to put together 3 boats
for Torpids at the end of term. Sadly, red flag hit days
before, and OURCs’ half-divisions meant O3 missed out on
the racing. O1 competing in div 1 finished -1 overall,
bumped down by a blades-winning Hertford, but retained
their place in the top division. A heavily novice O2 started
as the highest-ranked 2nd eight thanks to a certain M2 of
2022. In for a tough campaign, they avoided spoons with a
huge shift on the final day to fend off Corpus M1 and row
over.



O1 were not done for Hilary term yet. They turned their attention to the Head of the River Regatta. For much of the
crew, this was the first time navigating the tough water of the tideway, but the crew finished with an impressive time of
21:08 over the 6.8km course.

With Trinity term and Eights fast approaching,
the open side put in the work over the vac. A
training camp organised by President Seb
saw rowers enjoy a tough week of multiple
water sessions per day coached by Jules.
Morning lock trips and afternoon small boat
sessions in the sun is what rowing’s all about.
Later in the vac we put together 2 crews for
the City of Oxford Bumps campaign, racing all
four rounds in a single day.

For many in O2 this was a first taste of bumps racing and an opportunity to compete in an external regatta. The tough
row overs and well-earned bump was fantastic experience going into Eights. CORC bumps was the first chance for
some of this year’s novices to test themselves in the top boat, with O1 improving across the day from solid row overs
to another well-earned bump in the fourth race. 

The Easter vac grind had the squad hit the ground running in
Trinity term, with just 4 weeks of training until the main event.
The annual return of fair-weather rowers, as well as another
recruitment drive had the committee worried we’d run out of
boats to race in! With spirits lifted by evening outings and
sunny weather, four open crews worked hard on and off the
water in preparation for the big one, Summer Eights. O3 flew
through rowing on despite rowing for the first time in the
Waller. O4 were unfortunate and lost a seat off the slide at
the beginning of the time trial, missing out on qualifying for
the bumps campaign the week after. 

So we arrived at the bunglines, three crews eager to give it
everything on the water. Watching from boathouse island we
never got to see O3 at race pace. On all 4 days they flew off
the start mowing down John’s III, Lincoln III, Queen’s III and
Pembroke IV, all before Donnington Bridge. Cox-coach Tara’s
army of eight secured blades, a testament of their hard work
across the year. O2 were surprised by some tough
competition on days 1 and 2, but fended off Hertford II and
Brasenose II to row over both days. 

A well-earned bump on Keble II came on day 3. However, spoons-bound Keble came back with a vengeance on the
Saturday, burning themselves off the start to take back their place, leaving O2 with +0 overall for the week. O1 began
the week with some tough competition, dropping two places on days 1 and 2. Not every race can go our way, but
even through a tough start to the week, O1 persevered into the final two races. On days 3 and 4, they looked strong
and solid, rowing over comfortably at the top of div 2, both times giving them a chance to hammer down on Merton
and Teddy’s in div 1. Despite narrowly missing out on the bump, this tenacity and resilience are what WCBC is all about
and a testament of the hard work and commitment put in over the year. All three crews made the open side incredibly
proud.



I want to thank the open side exec, Seb, Josh Wise and Josh Walker for all their support this year. Captaincy would’ve
been an impossible task without them. To our coaches, Jules, Alex, Scott, Tim, Tara and Izzy we’re exceptionally
grateful for your dedication to the open side. To our veteran rowers leaving this year, thank you for making the club
what it is today, and best of luck for the future. With some fresh faces already showing up in O1 and a fantastic
committee next year, I’m certain the club will continue the growth and success we’ve enjoyed in the last few years. 

Torpids

O1: Louis Corrigan (Cox), Adam Lewis-Douglas, Josh Wise, Rob Murphy, Seb Norris,
Stephan Rauschenbach, Phil Siller, Josh Walker, Conor McMahon

O2: Harriet-Rose Noons and Tara Smith (cox), Luca Abbiani, Sam Worgan, Muenda
Drenkard-Spiering, Jacob Shrubsall, Brandon Kwok, Isaac Gavaghan, Akshay Amesur,
Rhys Evans

Head of the River Race

O1: Jay Jenkinks (Cox), Adam Lewis-Douglas, Josh Wise, Jacob Shrubsall, Seb Norris,
Jonny Brown, Celien Malburet, Josh Walker, Conor McMahon

CORC Bumps

O1: Jay Jenkins (Cox), Adam Lewis-Douglas, Rob Murphy, Maxime Kayser, Josh
Walker, Rhys Evans, Sofus Messell, Conor McMahon, Jacob Shrubsall

O2: Michela Giachino (Cox), Josh Wise, Stephan Rauschenbach, Tom Haward, Kieren
Marley, Sam Worgan, Jonny Brown, XT Tay, Alec Elias Sigurdarson 

Summer Eights

O1: Jay Jenkins (Cox), Josh Walker, Conor McMahon, Adam Lewis-Douglas, Seb Norris,
Rob Murphy, Maxime Kayser, Jacob Shrubsall, Sam Worgan 

O2: Joanne McNulty (Cox), Phil Siller, David Sun, Celien Malburet, Sofus Messell, Tom
Haward, Kieren Marley, Luca Abbiani, Rhys Evans

O3: Tara Smith (Cox), Jonny Brown, Gabriel Kaufmann, Akshay Amesur, Muenda
Drenkard-Spiering, XT Tay, Marius Richardson, Alec Elias Sigurdarson, Josh Tobin

O4: Izzy Legge (Cox), Issy Gardner, Isaac Gavaghan, Max Westermann, Emily Davies,
Felix Fuhlendorf, Emery Brandhorst, Sadiq Soofi, Hans Fredrik Ebne

Oriel Regatta

A: Joanne McNulty (Cox), Jacob Shrubsall, Josh Wise, XT Tay, Felix Fuhlendorf,
Georgia Landkamer, Imogen Drake, Jay Jenkins, Poppy Barker

B: Charlotte Seed (Cox), Celien Malburet, Emery Brandhorst, Jonathan Brown, Stephan
Rauschenbach, Isabelle Legge, Marta Llobet Ayala, Lucy Hudson, Olivia Bryant 



Women’s Captain’s Report
Katherine Land

Following last year’s precedent, we again faced repeated flooding at both the Isis and Godstow throughout
Michaelmas and Hilary. Despite this, we had amazing novice recruitment, ending up with three novice crews and one
and a half senior crews in Michaelmas. Unfortunately, the Tamesis novice regatta in Michaelmas was cancelled at the
last minute, but our novices were luckily able to put in a phenomenal show at a replacement “ergatta” at St Anne’s! An
amber flag looming throughout Hilary did its best to dampen spirits in the boat club, but thanks to our amazing social
secs (the Joshes) organising fun socials, novices and seniors alike pushed through the relentless weeks of ergs. 

While Torpids wasn’t cancelled (unlike last year), only the top 3 divisions ran, in split divisions, so that division 1
became 1a and 1b. This cut-off was just above W2, so only W1 was able to compete. Despite not racing themselves,
W2 and W3 both showed amazing support for W1 in their racing, and we are sure they would have both done
amazingly had they been given the opportunity to race. 

W1 began Torpids 8th on the river, putting us 2nd in division
1b. We rapidly bumped, earning the wonderful position of
sandwich boat, chasing Wolfson. Unfortunately Wolfson
caught Keble before we managed to catch them, meaning
that we were in the unenviable position of having to row
twice again the next day! We managed to hold our position at
the head of division 1b, but were deprived of our opportunity
to bump in the second race by a swan (which we believe was
tactfully released by Keble as we closed on them under
Donny bridge). This led us on to our third day of double racing
(which was even more tiring than we expected). Luckily after
rowing over (yet again!) and without wildlife interference, we
managed to catch Keble, finally moving out of the position of
sandwich boat. So, on the final day, after 6 races in the
previous 3 days, we only had to race once, and we managed
to secure our third bump, finishing 5th. 

In Summer Eights, we were able to put forward three boats on the Women’s side, as well as a composite boat with
the open side (O4). Everyone performed amazingly, and we are so proud of all the rowers this year. Competition in
rowing on was very tight, and unfortunately O4 did not make the time, despite all of 3 outings as a crew by way of
training! 



W3 led an incredibly successful campaign all the way to blades, bumping every day before Donnington bridge! The
only complaints from the fans concerned the lack of action for anyone marshalling further down the course! They
caught Exeter, Worcester, and Pembroke. On the third day they took the famed position of sandwich boat, racing twice.
Unfortunately they didn’t manage to bump in the second race, after Magdalen stacked it into the bank off the start gun,
leading to an immediate bump by Annes. Despite this, they made it to only one length off St Peter’s (who started 3
positions ahead of them!) by Boathouse Island, finally letting their fans at the Boathouse see their exceptional rowing. 

W2 also performed amazingly, getting so close to blades, bumping 3 out of 4 days. The first day they bumped Linacre,
and the second day were awarded a technical bump after Magdalen decided not to show up to the bung lines
(undoubtedly they saw our crew the day before and didn’t dare go head-to-head with us). W2 were tragically deprived
of blades by Christchurch unexpectedly catching back Oriel (having been bumped by them on the previous day) and
with no crews left to chase, the third day was a row over at 3rd in Division 4. At the river there is a commonly heard
saying around race time – good crews get +3, but it takes a lucky crew to get blades, and unfortunately luck was not
on the side of W2, despite being such a strong crew. Wadham W2 are now the 5th highest W2 on the river, which is an
insanely strong position to be in, and we’re sure they can continue to build on this next year! 

Summer Eights this year was a tumultuous time at the top of Division 1 for W1. We began second on the river, with
Christchurch ahead of us. Due to technical issues (Christchurch not realising that the string by the cox is used to steer),
we nearly crashed into them under Donnington bridge (about 10 strokes into the race). In clearing the race line, we
obstructed Univ coming up behind. After a tense evening, racedesk called me to inform me of their decision about the
appeal, Christchurch would remain 1st place, Univ would take 2nd, and we would go down to 3rd place. With 10
minutes to appeal this decision, a frantic series of calls between me and every coach we could think of ensued. Citing
misapplication of three rules, our appeal was (partially) successful. Univ would take 1st place, we would be 2nd, and
Christchurch would be 3rd. So on the second day, we began second on the river (again). 



Overall, this year has been an amazing one for the women’s side, and we are so happy with how we did. We’re now in
a great position going into next year, especially with so many committed rowers staying on. Good luck to Poppy and
her team of Vice Captains, I know you’ll do an amazing job.

Torpids 

W1: Joe Hitchen (Cox), Milla Kahl-el Gabry, Katherine Land, Victoria Miron,
Lucy Back, Emily Smith, Lisa Lynne, Georgina Remmer, Iris Singleton

City of Oxford Bumps

W1: Joe Hitchen (Cox), Emily Smith, Katherine Land, Isabelle Legge, Lucy
Back, Lisa Lynne, Olivia Bryant, Georgina Remmer, Iris Singleton

Summer VIIIs

W1: Issy Gardner (Cox), Jojo Blyth, Katherine Land, Milla Kahl-el Gabry,
Lucy Back, Emily Smith, Lisa Lynne, Georgina Remmer, Iris Singleton 

W2: Charlotte Seed (Cox), Alice O’Halloran, Olivia Bryant, Cadence
James, Scarlett Sharples, Imogen Drake, Poppy Barker, Emma Meade,
Lucy Hudson

W3: Rhys Evans (Cox), Marta Llobet Ayala, Sydney Robinson, Phia
Scholey, Annabelle Wortsman, Amy Borghardt, Lara Katz, Georgia
Landkamer, Jay Jenkins

Oriel Regatta

A: Joanne McNulty (Cox), Jacob Shrubsall, Josh Wise, XT Tay, Felix
Fuhlendorf, Georgia Landkamer, Imogen Drake, Jay Jenkins, Poppy Barker

B: Charlotte Seed (Cox), Celien Malburet, Emery Brandhorst, Jonathan
Brown, Stephan Rauschenbach, Isabelle Legge, Marta Llobet Ayala, Lucy
Hudson, Olivia Bryant 

Reading Regatta

W1: Issy Gardner (Cox), Emily Smith, Lucy Back, Georgina Remmer,
Katherine Land

I want to give a massive thank you to the rest of the women’s side committee – Gina and Milla. They have both been
an invaluable support system for me, and there’s no way I would have managed my year as Captain without them!
Thanks as well to Tom, the Open side Captain, for being so understanding every time we had to compromise about
gym space and launch use – with both sides being much larger than in recent years, the juggling act was challenging.

Thank you so much to all the coaches on the Women’s side: Steph, Rod, Joe, Tim, Michaela and Eloise! The
commitment from you all, and your passion for rowing is what made this year so successful, and without you all
giving up so much of your time, and facing 5am alarms for us, we wouldn’t have a rowing club. Thank you especially
to Steph, for helping me find my feet when I took over as Captain, and helping me so much with scheduling and
training advice. Finally, I want to thank everyone in the boat club for trusting me in this position, and being so
understanding every time I messed up the schedule or had to cancel outings last minute. It has been an amazing year
to be Captain, and I am honoured to have had the privilege. 

Bumping Univ we regained our position at head of the river. Up against fierce competition, we unfortunately lost the
bump to Pembroke on the final day, in front of both our boathouses (hey, if you can’t win, at least put on a good
show!). This was quite possibly the most dramatic race in the last few years (of course, I’m completely unbiased). It
was a disappointing result, but seeing how destroyed all the 6 foot tall rowers in their crew looked, we were happy
that we put up a good fight (their other 2 bumps had been around the gut, so we held them exceptionally well). 



President’s Report
Georgina Remmer and Seb Norris

It goes without saying how much this club means to us. Wadham is a great, stand-out college
in Oxford, but most of us in the club would most likely say that the highlight and our real home
is found in WCBC. Friendships, relationships, siblings, family, are created in the boat club, and
leaving is probably one of the most difficult things you go through, but those ties remain as
strong as ever.

Having committed four long years to the club and seeing it develop from a year where key
people are graduating, leaving behind inexperienced new seniors desperate to have enough
people to fill a boat, to being a powerful, exciting club that has the potential to soar again has
been an experience in itself. Whilst aiming to not be too soppy, I (Gina), will go over the past
four years in WCBC, coincidentally my four years of study, and describe the large shift within
the club, with Seb adding some insights of the open side post 2021-22. 

My first year in the club was frightening, to say
the least, and I often do ask why I kept rowing,
especially when so many of my friends
dropped out. Despite not having the natural
key features of a rower (if I had a penny for the
amount of times I’ve been mistaken for a
cox...), I fell in love with being on the water and
the group mentality within the crew. Even the
early mornings and the training provided a
structure to my week, which went on to be
imperative throughout my degree. My first
Bumps race was actually in the men’s third
boat for Torpids. It was such a cold row, and I
was so frightened of ejector crabbing because
the shoes in the boat were five times bigger
than my actual feet, that I didn’t notice we got
bumped around four times throughout the
race! 

I went on to row in the second boat for
Summer eights, which though wasn’t
successful made me such key friendships with
people who went on to be very important in
the club in the coming years. I was so in awe
of the W1 crew of that year and how
impressive they were. Mostly finalists or post-
grads, W1 was so fierce, getting blades for
Torpids and nearly for Summer eights. Most of
the members of the top crews would be
leaving, and the club was looking fairly sparse
going into my second year, which was a lot of
pressure on new seniors. 



On the Men’s Side, the 2022/23 season was a slog, but nonetheless a year upon which we all
look back very fondly. With only four senior rowers at the start of the year, four of us, having
rowed as novices the previous term, were promoted rapidly to M1, which subsequently
plummeted, getting spoons in both Torpids and Summer Eights. Reassured by our coaches
that it was a ‘rebuilding year’, we dusted ourselves off and came back in Michaelmas of 2023
with fire in our bellies, only to have almost no time on the water as the river was flooded for
most of the term. We were very fortunate that Jules agreed to take us on, filling the vacancy
for Open Side head coach, giving us confidence that we were in safe hands. However, we had
to accept that it was another ‘rebuilding year’, as in the end Torpids was cancelled and we
had to go into Summer Eights having spent lamentably little time rowing together and with
very little race experience as a crew. The results were predictable, although not as
catastrophic as the year before.   All this rebuilding was somewhat disheartening work, but
with the Open side of the club visibly improving each year over the last four years, it is
something that I look back upon proudly, and I was very proud to race last month at
Wallingford, with a crew that is becoming increasingly formidable. 

2022-23 was a tricky yet rewarding year. The club was extremely small at the start of the
year, the women’s side starting with five committed rowers, so we were heavily relying on
novices to come in, be keen and join top boats. Conor (my fellow captain) and I were
extremely lucky that this wish came true! Many members of the club today such as Seb, Blue,
Charlotte, Walker and Wise were very keen, competent novices (It’s so funny to see you all as
the oldies of the club now!!). Thanks to these and many other excited novices, the year was a
major turning point – though it didn’t feel like it at the time – to getting the club to what it is
today. Development years are slightly depressing to be a part of, when you can look back and
(hopefully!) forwards & see headships and blades, but I’m so proud of my W1 crew for the
2022/23 season for their determination and grit, not sitting in the shadow of more glorious
crews of the past and doing Wadham proud.



Last year was finally a year where the Open Side had some stability, although it was a
challenging year. It was undoubtedly another rebuilding year, but finally one where we had the
foundations laid. We had to deal with constant setbacks, but still held our position in Division 1
in Torpids. Unfortunately, we were knocked out of Division 1 by Merton on the second day of
Summer Eights, but held our ground against LMH and Jesus respectively, so will be starting as
sandwich boat this year. I think it’s fair to say that we had finally proved to ourselves that
Wadham belongs in Division 1, and seeing how we’ve developed this year, we’re looking
forward to fighting to win our place back this year.

Looking back on the 2024-25 academic year is
bittersweet, already nostalgic and extremely
emotional. There was only a handful of us that
understood how far the club had developed, the
concern of all the strong, older rowers leaving, and
the desperation to keep the club afloat. Getting to
where we were now was immensely important; it felt
like we’d brought the club back to where it was meant
to be, broadened the depth, created a fantastic
atmosphere and made the club feel even more like
home. Despite everyone’s advice and concerns, I
couldn’t imagine not rowing during my final year, and
the fear of regretting not rowing somehow weighed
heavier than the idea of failing my degree. Thankfully,
it was the best decision I ever made. Torpids saw us
so close to getting blades, if it wasn’t for some swans
deciding to get in the way of the race 10 seconds
before us bumping Keble!

Meanwhile, I (Gina) found myself watching Wadham from Brazil for most of 2023-4, wanting
nothing more to be a part of it. In retrospect, this was fantastic training for leaving Wadham this
year, as it probably would’ve been a much heavier blow, since I’d done it before. But my God,
I’ve never been so proud to see the club grow! For the first time, it felt like the grim,
underwhelming results of the previous two years were paying off with W1 nearly going head of
the river for Summer Eights. Seeing the girls I’d rowed with the year before, and the girls I’d go
on to row with the next year do so well was amazing. I was so proud of them, and so excited to
come back to a quickly changing club. 



It goes without saying that missing out on headship the next day was one of the most difficult
things to experience, ever. I don’t think any of us wanted it for ourselves, for individual
reasons; it was a collective accomplishment, for each other, for our coaches, for our friends
and family forced to listen to intricate race plans or moaning about early mornings. So whilst
that moment could be described as true heartbreak, I think about my girls and that crew as
magical, multiple generations of Wadham, most who learned to row at Wadham, who really
believed in something together. 

We’ll stop the soppiness now! WCBC was the biggest part of my life at university, as I imagine
it is for most of us, and it will always be home. I’m so honoured to have come from being a
novice to captain & to president for a fantastic club, watching the club develop from two seat
(at least some things never change). Watching the legacy continue is hard but exciting, & I
can’t wait to be at the next Torpids in 2026! To all current members: enjoy it! Every hard
moment, tough erg or disappointing result will be a memory sooner than you think, and rowing
at Wadham is so special, it won’t compare anywhere else. I’m so excited to watch the women
fight for two headships, and the open side maintain their position in Div 1! Thank you all :)

Summer Eights was terrifying, and I couldn’t imagine doing it with another crew. I was reading
The Boys in the Boat between Torpids and Summer Eights, and the description of the right
balance of people within a crew, the need for chatty people and serious people, an
equilibrium of complementing and contradicting characters, was exactly how I felt about this
group of girls. Something felt so utterly right about this crew, and I still look on that term as
one of the most special. I was lucky enough, in a strange way, to miss out on the third day of
S8s because of a very inconvenient Spanish exam, and ran down in my subfusc to catch the
girls go past. Being able to watch my crew row was one of the most special moments ever,
holding headship for that day, rowing past effortlessly in the sun. 



Coach’s article 
Stephanie Hall

I started coaching in 2016, and here I am, 10 years later, about to start the 25/26 season.
Writing this feels like a timely moment to reflect on what I’m doing at WCBC. Why am I
still here? What does it give me? What’s coming in the future? 

Rowing gave me a lot. I got fit, strong, mentally tough, and good at getting on with stuff
without complaining. I worked hard and made friends. I pushed some limits, and
discovered what I was capable of. I discovered how important quality rest is also. As
captain and president, I got responsibility I’d have never otherwise had, and learned a
bunch about how to run a healthy organisation. One motivation for staying involved has
been enabling others to keep having these experiences in a well resourced boat club— a
big opportunity for healthy growing up. Certainly the difference I see in athletes from
when they start, to when they graduate, is huge – and of course that’s not just rowing-
related, but certainly once someone has had to race hard, something changes, matures,
becomes more serious, more able to be serious and work. When I look at the state of the
world around me, having an activity that builds a foundation of mental and physical health
seems incredibly valuable. Maybe today students are more academically focused than we
were ten years ago, and we definitely don’t row in the afternoons anymore… Yet I think an
hour or two of exercise – both joyful and disciplined – most days provides a great antidote
to the library, instagram, late nights and booze. 

As a coach, what’s in it for me, given that early mornings do not get easier…?! Well, I’m
still learning what it takes to get the best out of people, mentally, physically, technically,
and organisationally. The challenge of a headship, or even a double headship, seems
pretty motivating. This year, it seems I’m coming in a little more organised - mostly as Rod
steps back more, I take more on, and try to not depend on him so much! The women
already have an (anonymised) training tracker in place, recording training, sick days, and
where they need some help getting motivated. I feel blessed that we now have an
excellent team of highly competent coaches - Rod, Julian, Scott, Joe, Tim, Izzy, Michaela,
Alex and Eloise. I still sit in the role of coaching coordinator, and I can see how much
happier and more successful the club is when both sides are well resourced and
competitive – this also allows me to keep my toes dipped with the Opens, despite not
coaching them (apart from scullers) anymore. I feel lucky to have had, and continue to
have, a great mentor in Rod — from whom I can still learn so much. Taking a year to
shadow him two years ago, and then last year fighting ferociously for a Headship with a
W1 that was my own, I can see more and more what it takes to make a good crew, not
just in the moment, but one that takes into account building for the future. All that, as well
as overseeing the rest of the women’s side alongside Joe and Michaela — to make sure
that rowing remains accessible, fun, and as competitive as everyone wants it to be. 



And, what about the future? Well, for the club, I think it could be a fantastic year. For the
women, W1 are aiming for a Headship (or two), W2 aiming for Div 3 and the lure of
bumping first boats, and a vital W3 climbing slowly but surely towards fixed divs. The
opens will excitedly welcome Tim in support of Jules, aiming to push back into Div 1, with
strong second and third eights to follow. And our biggest asset, Rod, will still be around
to mentor and advise any coaches that want support, to try and standardise technique
across the coaches and squad, giving us more depth and possibility to progress
between crews. And personally, I don’t know. Each year, I think “this might be my final
year”. And now (thanks to some sage advice from a well-loved mentor) we have a
coaching pool in place, it feels that I *could* step away, if I wanted to. Rod is adamant
that I should prioritise work and relationships. But there’s something vitalising about
coaching still - whether on the Isis towpath on a sunny evening, or a crisp morning at Port
Meadow. For now at least, as long as there are willing and well-organised athletes (…
that’s important!), and supportive coaches and finances, the river still calls! 



Fuelling the Future of Rowing:  
The Rod Andrews Coaching 

Fund
Anka Taylor

What inspired the Rod Andrews Coaching Fund?
The campaign snowballed from a simple observation: WCBC didn’t
have dedicated funding for hiring coaches. And although it may not
have the glamour of new boats or shiny equipment, coaching is the
backbone of any successful rowing programme.
Whilst many colleges rely on yearly Brookes hires to coach their
rowers, Wadham takes a more personal approach. Led by Rod and
Steph, a team of coaches gives stability to the club, shaping
successive generations of students, and none more so than Rod
Andrews, who has been with WCBC for over 40 years. But without
funding this has relied on the goodwill and volunteering of coaches... 

What began as a spontaneous conversation over coffee has grown into a plan that will hopefully secure the future of
rowing at Wadham College. The Rod Andrews Coaching Fund is more than a fundraising campaign; it’s a story of
community, persistence, and the transformative power of sport.

The Development Office provided the technical mechanism to contact
alumni and make it easy to give. Whether it’s a quick donation in the
moment or a larger commitment, the process is seamless. This
mechanical support has allowed the emotional drive to translate into
real-world impact.
Fundraising didn’t take off with the first email. It took persistence,
partnership, and a belief in the cause. Over time, support grew
exponentially.

Partnership with the Development Office
The campaign found its structure through development efforts, which helped weave alumni stories into a compelling
narrative. These stories reminded everyone just how vital coaching is, not just for winning blades, but for building a
community. Without these shared memories, the campaign would have lacked its emotional core.

More Than Just Rowing
For many, rowing at Wadham was their first experience with the sport.
Thanks to inclusive coaching and a welcoming culture, WCBC has
reached students from all backgrounds - having seven crews on the
water in midwinter 2024-25 is no small feat. The impact goes beyond
the river: sport improves mental health, reduces dropout rates, and
builds lifelong friendships.

Looking Ahead
The Rod Andrews Coaching Fund
isn’t just about preserving the past -
it’s about securing the future. It’s
about ensuring that coaching is
valued, funded, and sustainable.
Because in the end, it’s not just
about the silverware. It’s about the
people, the memories, and the
shared love of rowing.



Women’s Captain - Katherine Land

Captaincy is always a challenging and highly demanding role, but as a result it
is hugely rewarding. Seeing the success of the Women’s side this year has
made it such an honour to have been a part of it. Everyone I meet through
rowing is so lovely, and it has been a great way to get to know people from
different years and different subjects. I rowed before coming to University, but
under the instruction of Rod and Steph my rowing has improved phenomenally
(although I still have the worst technique in the boat!). The highlight for me this
year has been getting to know all the amazing W1 rowers, you guys really
made those early mornings worth it, and it’s been a privilege to race alongside
you. xx

WCBC Committee 2024-25

Open Captain - Tom Haward

Captaincy has been a tough job. It’s surprising how difficult it is to gather eight
supposedly intelligent people in the same place and the same time. And yet

I’ve absolutely loved it and I’m so proud of all the work the open side has put in
this year. In year 3 of rebuilding the open side we managed to put 4 boats into
Summer Eights, a testament to the commitment and love of the sport from all

our rowers.  I spent most of the year injured which made organising the outings
so much harder! But come Trinity term I got to put in the work training with my

crew and finally row a bumps campaign. O2, it was so much fun rowing with
you all. I’m not going anywhere and looking forward to taking over as

recruitment officer in next years’ committee.

Open President - Seb Norris

It’s been an exciting year in WCBC, with a strong dose of young blood
reassuring everyone the future of the club was safe & the gradual but

consistent progress of the Open Side would continue. This optimism has
carried over into the next academic year & spirits are high, with this year’s

recruits proving just as formidable. As president, I was very fortunate to have
a fiercely competent committee who were a great team to work with. Aside
from the occasionally tedious intricacies of organising transport & trailering,

most the role involved being a point of contact for the club, coaches,
college and society. I’m grateful to all those I worked with last year: the

enthusiasm and involvement of so many people in ensuring the success of
WCBC is absolutely incredible & are a testament to the lasting impact

WCBC has on its members.

Women’s President - Gina Remmer

WCBC has meant so much to me for four years, and being president of the club
was the icing on the cake! My main objective as pres was to create an exciting,
fun, and challenging atmosphere in the club, the perfect balance between
competitive and enjoyable. In practical terms this year, I organised new blazers,
our annual work at Remenham, as well as supporting the captains. Our
headship campaign has been the most important and unforgettable takeaway
from my final year (sorry to my tutors...), I’m so proud of what we accomplished
and the amazing girls in my boat. Rowing with WCBC has taught me so many
life skills, made me so many friends and will stick with me forever - it will
always be my first love!



Women’s Vice Captain - Milla Kahl-el Gabry

I am so glad to have been part of the WCBC commiittee for another year,
this time as Vice-Captain. Going into my final year, it felt like a big
commitment getting involved with the core organisation of the boat club –
but what a privilege it was! Working with Kat and Gina, and our amazing
coaches, to run the women’s side this year (and within the committee as a
whole!) has been such a great experience – and though difficult at times,
entirely worth it to see the boat club flourish in the way that it has this year.
I have loved being surrounded by so many amazing people, who have
brought such a great atmosphere to the boat club; one that is full of drive
and promise! Though I am very sad to be leaving, it’s comforting to be able
to leave the boat club in such a strong position – and in the very capable
and keen hands of our new committee!

Secretary - Lucy Hudson

I decided to run for secretary at the end of last year hoping that it would
allow me to give something back to both the club and community which
mean a lot to me. At the end of my year as secretary I can say I’m glad I

made that decision, in fact I enjoyed it so much I decided to run again. My
main aim for this year was to refresh and bring back some of the older kit

which has been absent from stash drops over recent years. Being secretary
has not been without some stressful moments (such as writing up 26 pages

for the AGM), however seeing the results of all the effort and hard work
everyone on this committee has put in made it all worth it. The highlight of

the year was definitely completing my first full bumps campaign during
summer eights and rowing with this year’s absolutely wonderful W2. 

Bargees and Open Vice Captains  - Josh Wise and Josh
Walker

Wise and I shared the role of Bargee and we had lots of fun with
this years socials. Plenty of pub crawls and crew dates, as well as
special socials for Christmas and Halloween and more. Us seniors
enjoyed it all and it was great to welcome so many novices with this
important side of the Boat Club.

Captain of Coxes - Issy Gardner

I have loved being Captain of Coxes this year. After learning to cox in
Trinity of my first year, and being abroad during my second, coming

back as Captain of coxes was a real learning curve. Despite some
issues with subs during Hilary (the mad scramble to find S-status

coxes at Torpids) this year the stream has been quite kind to us, and I
have loved seeing both current rowers and complete newbies give
coxing a try! Coxing recruitment has been a huge success, and my

highlight was definitely Summer VIIIs, where we had enough coxes to
enter 7 (!) boats. I am so excited about the future of coxing at

Wadham, and I wish the next Captain the very best of luck!



Webmaster - Lucy “Blue” Back

After my captaincy in 2023/24, I decided I wanted to do something a little
less demanding this year, so I was happy to take up the role of
webmaster! I've really enjoyed keeping our social media running, and
interacting with both current club members and alumni. A particular
highlight was speaking to many rowers who have raced in the Spirit of
Nelson over the years on Facebook, before it started falling apart! I'm also
proud of re-establishing links with the college comms team and getting us
our own web page. It's been a very rewarding year and I'm looking forward
to one more before graduating.

Recruitment Officer - Izzy Legge

Owing to my inability to say no, I was Recruitment Officer this year.
My main job was to organise swim tests (sorry for spamming

everyone about them). Usually, we send out a ‘how-to’ document on
the test, but this year, Tom and I held swimming training sessions.

These were a fun way to get those who were perhaps a little nervous
to become more confident in their swimming ability.

Treasurer - Kate Tracey

I was treasurer 2024-25, and despite some difficulty actually being
treasurer (thank you barclays) it was a lot of fun being part of the
committee and getting involved in boat club decisions. I’ve learnt a lot
about how the boat club is run, and the work that goes into making
sure we all get to row and race as much as possible. My favourite
memory was definitely some last minute subbing into W3 (2 weeks
before my exams) and winning blades!! Massively deserved for the
whole crew who worked super hard all of Trinity. I’m very grateful to
everyone who made rowing this year possible, and I’ve been so
impressed with the dedication from everyone on and off committee.
Can’t wait to see what you all do in the coming year!

Welfare - Charlotte Seed and Olivia Bryant

It has been lovely to see the boat club thrive this year with so many
new people joining. As welfare officers we couldn’t be more proud

of everyone and it has been great getting to know everyone and
being a first point of contact for anyone with concerns or who just
wants to have a  talk. Both of us have had an amazing time rowing

with W2 and can’t wait to see what the next year brings. We’re
wishing the best of luck to the welfare officers for the coming year

and have complete confidence that they will do a fantastic job.



My First Year In WCBC

Lisa Lynne, 1st year Archaeology & Anthropology,
HMC, W1
On my very first visit to the Boathouse during Freshers Week
‘24, I was so inspired by WCBC’s team spirit and friendliness
that I knew rowing, though I had never tried it before, was a
sport I wanted to involve myself in as much as I could. Already
within weeks I felt completely integrated with the boat club,
and what I’ve later realised to be rigorous training has only
felt like fun with my boat! Outings became the highlights of
my week – an amazing break from academic and college life
to focus only on making the boat move.

Scarlett Sharples, 1  year History, W2st

When I first started at Oxford, I remember ringing my parents
during fresher’s week joking about joining all of the cliché
Oxford clubs and societies.  Little did I know that I would, in
fact, end up devoting so much of my first year to Wadham
College Boat Club.  I was expecting everyone to have already
been rowing for years when I arrived at the open boat house,
but I was so reassured to find that there were so many
novices, like me, excited to try out something new!  I quickly
began to enjoy the routine of spending the (very early and very
dark) Michaelmas mornings out on the water with a lovely
group of girls.  Getting breakfast together after training also
helped us grow closer and made me feel more settled at uni.  I
have loved rowing for Wadham this year, not only because I
have been able to try a new sport, but mainly due to the
people I have met since being part of the club!

Josh Tobin, 1  year History and English, O3st

I entered Wadham in October not knowing one end of
an eight from the other. A few months down the line I
figured that out, and a few months more I worked with
an incredible squad to secure blades in our first ever
college tournament. A similar story played out for so
many of our boats last year and we're looking forward
to repeating the feat with you guys!

We asked some of the novices about their experience joining WCBC this
year, their favourite moments and what they loved most!!



My First Year In WCBC

Poppy Barker, 1  year Chemistry, W2st

Before joining Wadham I'd never thought about
rowing before, and now I'll be captain of the
women's side next year! Rowing at Wadham has
been an amazing experience that I wouldn't change
for the world. It was so easy to get into it as a
beginner thanks to the encouragement from the
coaches and rest of the club. Racing in eights is
truly an experience I won't forget, and reaching that
level after only a few months being on the water
was brilliant.

Alec Elias Sigurdarson, 1st year Chemistry DPhil,
O3
I have had so much fun rowing this year! As a graduate
student it gave me an opportunity to get to know more
undergrads and feel more like a part of the college. I will
admit that it was tough waking up early and going on outings
in the cold winter months, but the fun that we had both
competing and in general more than made up for it!

Jay Jenkins, 1  year Classics, O1st

WCBC was my first introduction to both rowing and
coxing. I started this year after I went the open
boathouse in freshers week (where I was mobbed by
very friendly people excited that I was interesting in
coxing). Team sports have always been a part of my
life, but rowing is a completely different experience
to, say, football, where individuals have different
roles, and are scattered over a pitch. Rowing for me is
a lot more interdependent, in that all 9 people in the
boat are working together to move the boat forward
the quickest. Although you move different parts, you
are matching one rhythm, you can see the people in
front of you, all working for the same thing. 
I think one of the things I love most about the club is
the socials. As a fresher they’re a great way to meet 
people, and then as the year goes on it’s basically just organised fun where you get to see your friends – with some
fancy dinners sprinkled here and there. Everyone takes care of each other, especially in the club where we’re known
for the (unofficial) Circle of Wadham, taking over the dance floor. As incoming social sec I’m hoping to carry this on for
all the novices. 
I’ve been lucky enough to travel to different external events with the boat club, from a day trip to Dorney lake, to
coxing O1 at Head of the River and Bedford Regatta. When the river floods and we can’t get out on the water as much
in winter, these give the team something to look forward to. Here’s to a great year! 



Our crew started to come together only a few weeks after the first-ever female students
arrived in college in October 1974. Five men's colleges had decided to go mixed, with a
limited “test run” of 100 women, to be allocated roughly equally between the colleges.
Wadham received just over twenty-five women. Having stepped forward among the first
five colleges, Wadham soon stepped forward again - with an attempt to create a
competitive women's eight. There were skeptics; the primary problem was that we had
such a small number of women to choose from, compared with the women's colleges,
which generally had well over two hundred women available. (In his report in the ‘74-’75
Wadham Gazette, Warden Hampshire noted that “the number of oarswomen far exceeds
expectations, currently seven as I am informed”. We soon hit the minimum number of nine,
with others expressing interest as the year progressed.

The Spirit of ‘76:
The View from the Bow

These are the impressions of a first-time rower, who was fortunate to row in the bow of the
Wadham crew which became the first-ever Women's Division Head of the River in 1976.

Brave Tim Cousins, a talented first eight oarsman, agreed to coach us, nominated, I think,
by Clive Dickinson. He seemed quite pleased with the assignment and soon began to
refer to us as “Tim's Treasures”. I'm not sure if that was a sly send-up from his rowing
friends, or a label he came up with himself, but either way we certainly treasured him. He
arranged everything for us, and personally dragged us all out running, around the Parks
and down to the river in the cold November dawns. Tim put us in bank tubs, tub pairs, old
clinker fours, and even the octolog on occasion, trying to teach us to find some sort of
unison, to slide slowly, to look ahead and not at our blade. The initial stages took long
weeks without a single experienced rower in the boat to provide stability or rhythm. Our
cox, Nicky Lawson, was a hero - freezing with us, soaking in the rain with us, never snarky
with us, always encouraging us, even in the heavy clinker-built boats we rowed - if we
could call it rowing - in those very early days. 

And this is where SPIRIT came into it. I'm not sure whether it was because we were doing
something none of us had ever done before, or whether we wanted to succeed for the college,
but somehow we stuck together, and not just in the boat. We all lived in college in ‘74-’75, so
we did almost everything together. Every training day we met in the lodge and ran to the river
together, usually having circled the University Parks first. Then we had to lift the boat together;
climb into it together; push it off together and come to the catch together; and for those long
awkward early stretches we had to row it exactly together, and do whatever Tim wanted us to
do in order to stop falling off balance or falling out of rhythm. When nobody aboard had any
experience, it was so hard to tell if I had thrown off the balance, or if somebody else had.
Efforts to adjust were sometimes quite painful and often made the row worse. 

Daphne Dumont



But even after some tough early outings, tired and horribly blistered, we still wanted to be
together. After running back, often in the dusk, we used to settle into someone's room (usually
Julie Curtis's, as she always had some lovely oolong tea), and eagerly go over everything that
happened. If there is such a thing as “esprit du corps” in a novice eight, we had it. Luckily we
were able to retain it as our first full year moved to its end and we had to move into separate
lodgings in October 1975. By then we had sadly said goodbye to some keen rowers, as
happens so often. Fortunately there was a good intake of women in our second year, and new
rowers appeared, fitting well into the crew, and also possessed of reviving tea supplies. In late
November 1975, we won the Christ Church Regatta for novice crews only, which had a women’s
division for the first time. We kept training hard, trying not to lose our esprit de corps over the
winter. 

By Eights Week ‘76 we had achieved a perfection of balance which I still remember with
pleasure. It had taken two years to get there, but we could adjust the balance of the boat with
just the pressure of a finger or or two on an oar. We developed an intuitive sense of how fine
the adjustment needed to be to keep our two feathered oars absolutely level, which is not easy
to do when someone else is holding the other oar! I can't describe how hard we worked to get
there. Our coaches pushed us. We rowed with our eyes shut. We rowed at light pressure, with
painfully slow slidings back up to the catch, listening, feeling each other move, hardly breathing.
Whatever Tim needed us to do to stop falling out of rhythm, we did. Fine balance and improving
timing compensated for lack of stroke length. and for not being the tall heavy men with wide
shoulders for whom the boats were built. Long pieces of hard rowing with high ratings built up
our strength. Now we used a good eight with a glossy varnished hull, the Red Dean - so much
harder to balance, but no friction to slow us down. 

An American rower recently wrote: “While on the water the most basic freedom we give up is
the choice, at any moment, to row or not to row. This may sound obvious but it is actually an
overpowering fact: YOU CANNOT STOP ROWING. We kept going because each of us would not
let the crew down. We rowed for each other. If they could keep going, you found strength you
didn't know you had, and you kept going. As Charles Winnington-Ingram observed when the
“Spirit of ‘76” was christened, we had moved from the frustrations of training to “the bliss of
powering an all-but-flying rowing eight”. 

When you achieve this in a good boat, the rushing water boils and bubbles under the hull, as if
the sober Isis was some joyful mountain brook. Sitting in the bow, I was always the first to feel
the Red Dean bringing herself higher in the water to free us to move faster. That is a feeling I will
never forget. The boat was “running”. 

Unfortunately, when the 1976 Torpids came around in the spring, the university had not
established a women's division, so we ran on the towpaths cheering for our men. In Eights in
1976, there was a huge entry of boats, far more than the divisions could accommodate. For the
timed getting-on races we were determined to race until we dropped to get a qualifying time.
Scores of boats were going to be left out. It felt like we had rowed well, so we had our fingers
crossed that we would qualify. When the results came in we were thrilled; we had beaten fifty-
nine other crews, most of them men's crews. Twelve women's eights had qualified for the first-
ever women’s division. 



We were further delighted when the race order was announced. We would start third, with Lady
Margaret Hall first and St. Hugh’s second, right above us. St Hugh’s was a formidable crew, having
achieved places in Eights in 1974 and 1975, the only women's eight to qualify. More seriously, they
had achieved the first ever bump by a women's crew - taking out Magdalen IV on the third day in
1975. LMH, starting first, was an unknown quantity, at least to us. The coaches may have done
some scouting, but I don’t remember them telling us much about our competition, except that we
had to fear St. Hugh’s - and catch them.

I am sure we all still remember the strain of sitting on a bung line before the first race of Eights,
and the tension as the watermen pole you out into the stream before the gun. Our cox by then
was the unique and redoubtable Charles Winnington-Ingram, as our equally skilled and
redoubtable crewmate, Nicky Lawson, had recently been promoted to cox the men's first Eight.
Charles was one of the most enthusiastic coxes who has ever harried a tiring crew up the Isis, and
we were very lucky that he volunteered when Nicky was transferred. His knowledge, and his well-
worn First Eight blazer, were a comfort to us. 

We gave it our all and bumped St. Hugh’s on Day One. We overhauled Lady Margaret Hall on Day
Two. On Day Three, heading the division, we faced the whole long course for the first time, longer
than the Olympic distance - 2200 metres from the first boat in the division, 2600 metres from the
last boat. It is one thing to get a bump half way along; it's another thing entirely to row that full
course at a high rating. But we did it in style, rowing over to stay first. (Fun fact: women were not
allowed to row in the Olympics until the summer of 1976 in Montréal, and even then the race
length was reduced to 1000 metres, for fear that women could not physically tolerate the
standard 2000 metres. They should have seen our entire division handle the Isis that May.) 

Charles occasionally enjoyed toying with the other practicing crews when we were on the river
training together. Balance being so important, he would highlight our skill (read: show off) when
water conditions permitted. One of my strongest rowing memories is from the end of that Day
Three race; we had rowed to exhaustion over the long course, with LMH chasing hard. Charles
turned us about and headed back. When we were still a long way from the dock, he sped us up
and quickly commanded, “Sit the boat!” We snapped into our perfect balance, oars exactly level,
beautifully feathered, and we cruised on momentum alone, all the way down to OUBC, while
Charles gradually edged us in, timing it so perfectly that we kissed the dock and lowered the oars
just as the last shred of momentum came off the boat. I for one was holding my breath. It was a
moment indeed, with our friends and supporters there to be delighted for us, Head of Division on
Day Three. 

On Day Four, hoping to row over again, we set off with some trepidation. The riverbanks and
docks were packed with our Wadham supporters, showing the spirit of the college, giving us as
much support as any of the men's eights would receive. The Warden himself was there, watching
from the OUBC balcony, and many Leander blazers were in evidence. We knew LMH would be
coming for us, determined to reverse positions again on the last day. So there we sat, tense on
the bung line again. 



But I loved rowing at bow because I got to DO things up there. Back her down with two, paddle
on alone to straighten us, hold her hard - a precious few seconds of independence from the
compulsory unity of the crew. Looking down towards the far end of our division, I was very
happy to be seated back there, with a fine crew in front of me. 

Fifty years later it is wonderful to see that the spirit is still there, that we have recently been Head
of the River again, three times in succession, and have held second place in the last two years.
These are spectacular accomplishments; now, Oxford women’s crews fill EIGHT divisions, yet
Wadham is still at or very near the top. It is a superb result to be anywhere in the first division
these days. May it still be so in 2075, and may today’s courageous crews be remembered for
their spirit, fifty years from now. 

Daphne Dumont, Law 74 

Whom did I see from the bow? First, Melanie, Alison, and Bryony at two, three, and four - all new
to bow four from the 1975 matriculation intake: all strong, talented and easily integrated into the
crew. Beyond them I could see Martine, tall and determined, the fourth of the new rowers from
1975 and well-placed in the “engine room” at five, behind the intense and experienced Mary at
six, indefatigable and soon to row for the University. Far from me now was Julie, captain of our
crew, in the toughest seat in the boat at seven, responsible for following stroke exactly,
translating her timing to all of the bow-side rowers. And then our stroke, Bev, blessed with the
rare gifts of metronome regularity in her stroke, and the ability to raise the rating gradually or
explosively on demand. Charles I could hear but not see, as he sat low and took command, fifty
feet away from me. 

Old rowers will remember that a second stress during Eights is that the boats pounding up
behind you in the race are ALL visible. In formal Olympic-style racing, eights race abreast, and
you're lucky if you know where you stand during a race. That is the cox's job; she will only tell
you if she wants to. But rowing in a bumping race gives you a daunting view of the many boats
coming up behind you. You can't avoid seeing them, because you look right at them while you
follow stroke. They seemed to be edging inexorably forward, and they looked very threatening to
us when we were really suffering at 1500 metres, still tired from escaping LMH the day before. It
was the worst part of the race. But we were suddenly exalted over all exhaustion as we
approached the boathouses: we and the pursuing LMH were being deafeningly cheered from
both banks and all the packed boathouses. The shouting was so loud that we were completely
unable to hear Charles’s orders in the last stretch. The Warden was reported to be “very moved”
by our success. Pain evaporated and we were filled with elation as Wadham decisively won the
division to make history on the river. 

I knew I was beyond lucky to be sitting there in that crew. In the bow as always, because I was
only 5’ 2”, and small-boned, with hands that were humorously referred to as “the smallest hands
that ever rowed for an Oxford College”. I would probably have been rejected in later years - as it
was, our boatman had to shave down the handle of my oar for me to be able to hold it. Also, I
had bought a green track suit by mistake when everyone else was getting a blue one, and I
remember hearing that a rower from another college had dismissively referred to me as “that
red-headed American in the green track suit”, though he had also grudgingly conceded that I did
look like “a plucky little youngster”. Since I was older than everybody in the boat and already
had an Honours degree in Philosophy - let alone being a Canadian - I was a tad annoyed! 



Club Socials!!!
Keep up to date with WCBC on our various social media platforms!!!



Position 2023-2024 2024-2025

Open
President

Seb Norris Joshua Wise

Women’s
President

Gina Remmer Charlotte Seed

Open
Captain

Tom Haward Sam Worgan

Women’s
Captain

 Kat Land  Poppy Barker

Captain of
Coxes

Issy Gardner Jay Jenkins

Open Vice
Captains

Josh Walker,
Josh Wise

Jacob Shruball,
Joshua Tobin

Women’s
Vice

Captains

Milla Kahl-el
Gabry

Scarlett Sharples,
Iris Singleton

Secretary Lucy Hudson Lucy Hudson

Treasurer Kate Tracey Lucy Back

Recruit-
ment

Officer
Isabelle Legge Tom Haward

Welfare
Charlotte Seed,

Olivia Bryant 

Joshua Tobin,
Annabelle
Wortsman

Bargees
Josh Walker,

Josh Wise
Gwen Emmett, 

Jay Jenkins

Save the Date!

BC Committee

Thank you!

2025
2 Nov: IWL
9  Nov: Autumn Foursth

29 Nov: Tamesis Novice Regatta
1 Dec: Wallingford Head

2026
25 Jan: Quintin Head
4-7 Mar: Torpids
14 Mar: Women’s Eights Head of the River Race
28 Mar: Head of the River Race (100  anniversary)th

26 April: City of Oxford Bumping Races
9 May: Bedford Regatta
27-30 May: Summer VIIIs
6 June: Oriel Regatta
19-21 June: Henley Women’s Regatta
30 June - 5 July: Henley Royal Regatta

Thank you so much to all the
contributors, photographers, the
society, the college, the boat club and
thank you for reading the 52nd edition
of WCBCS news.

If you would like to feature in next
year's edition, please get in touch!

EDITORS: Georgina Remmer & Seb
Norris

Join Us!
Join the society at::
https://membermojo.co.uk/wcbcs/

Your email address is your login, and
once logged in you can create a
password. Do forward the link to anyone
you know who might be interested in
joining the society and keeping up to date
with WCBC activities. They can sign up
through the database.

Membership is free for current students
and recent graduates!

If you have any queries either in relation
to logging in or making a payment, then
please email the membership secretary:  
wcbcsmembership@gmail.com

WCBCS Committee:
Ben Williams, Rod Andrews, Conor
O’Neill, Diana Mountain, Jane Osborne,
Lucy Ventress, Eloise Stark, Stephanie
Hall, Olivia Weatherhead, Jovana Pepic
and Isabelle Legge

https://membermojo.co.uk/wcbcs



