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1. Quiz 

Firstly, have a look at these quiz questions and discuss with a partner or think about them on your own. (Answers at the end of the booklet)


[image: ]
1. The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom has to be the leader of the political party who win the election– true or false? ​

2. The Vedas are the oldest scriptures of which religion?​
[image: ]
3. Which country has the largest coastline? 
Australia, Canada, Norway or Russia​
[image: ]
4. 4. What are the two most aesthetically complementing colours? ​

5. [image: ]Which poet and feminist scholar wrote the often-shared quote:   ​
  “The master's tools will never dismantle the master's house”?

6. As a musician what do you do when you read the word Forte?​​ 

7. [image: ]Nobility in the 16th century would often wear cosmetics containing poison – true or false?

8. If a person's actions have bad consequences, it doesn't matter what their intentions were - true or False? ​

 


Next, think about/discuss: In which subject/s do you think you might get to investigate these sorts of topic?

	





2. Arts & Humanities Subjects – What is it like to study Arts & Humanities subjects at A Level?

On the next few pages you will find some descriptions of A Level subjects. See if you can identify which subject each description belongs to.
1. Write the number of each description in the grid provided below
2. You should be able to find 3 descriptions belonging to each activity:
· A description or definition of the subject
· Reasons why you might choose to study the subject at A Level
· A taste of what it’s like to study the subject at A Level

	Subject
	Description or definition of the subject
	Why might you choose to study this subject?
	What is it like to study this subject at A Level?

	
Art & Design

	
	
	

	
Music
	
	
	

	
Drama
	
	
	

	
English Literature
	
	
	

	
History
	
	
	

	
Geography
	
	
	

	
Religious Studies 
	
	
	

	
Politics
	
	
	

	
Philosophy
	
	
	




[image: ][image: ]2. If you choose to study this subject, you might cover topics such as religious experience, the nature of God and religious language. You might also look at ethical topics such as euthanasia, abortion or genetic engineering.
It’ll help you to develop skills that are widely transferable to other areas of study and to the professional world. 
Studying this subject will:
· help you to develop your ability to reason
· improve your ability to critique the views of others
· teach you to get to the heart of an issue
· clarify and improve your communication skills
· help you to organise your thoughts rationally and present them in a clear way. 
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3. Academic Research Activity

Choose a subject you are interested in from the list below. 

1. Click on the links to download a selection of resources about a specific topic for you to investigate.

2. Use the information in the resource pack to find out more about this topic.

3. Answer the questions in the pack.

EXTENSION: you can do your own additional wider research if you wish.

	Subject
	Resource Pack Links

	Art & Design
	Art & Design Resource Pack.docx

	Music

	Music Resource Pack.docx

	Drama

	Drama Resource Pack.docx

	English Literature

	English Literature Resource Pack.docx

	History

	History Resource Pack.docx

	Geography

	Geography Resource Pack.docx

	Religious Studies

	Religious Studies Resource Pack.docx

	Politics
	Politics Resource Pack.docx

	Philosophy
	Philosophy Resource Pack.docx






4. Writing up your research

Academic Word List

· This is a useful resource to help you to learn the words most needed to study at A Level and university.
· The list contains 570 words that are appear most frequently across a range of academic texts.
· The list does not include words that are in the most frequent 2000 words of English. 

List 1
	access
	adequate

	annual
	apparent

	approximated

	attitudes
	attributed
	civil

	code
	commitment

	communication
	concentration

	conference

	contrast
	cycle
	debate

	despite

	dimensions
	domestic
	emerged

	error

	ethnic
	goals
	granted

	hence

	hypothesis
	implementation
	implications

	imposed

	integration
	internal
	investigation

	job

	label
	mechanism
	obvious

	occupational

	option
	output
	overall

	parallel

	parameters
	phase
	predicted

	principal

	prior
	professional
	project

	promote
	regime
	resolution
	retained

	series

	statistics
	status
	stress

	subsequent

	sum
	summary
	undertaken



List 2
	academic
	adjustment
	alter
	amendment

	aware

	capacity
	challenge
	clause

	compounds

	conflict
	consultation
	contact

	decline

	discretion
	draft
	enable

	energy

	enforcement
	entities
	equivalent

	evolution

	expansion
	exposure
	external

	facilitate

	fundamental
	generated
	generation

	image

	liberal
	licence
	logic

	marginal

	medical
	mental
	modified

	monitoring

	network
	notion
	objective

	orientation

	perspective
	precise
	prime

	psychology
	pursue
	ratio
	rejected

	revenue

	stability
	styles
	substitution

	sustainable

	symbolic
	target
	transition

	trend 

	version
	welfare
	whereas



List 3
	abstract

	accurate
	acknowledged
	aggregate

	allocation

	assigned
	attached
	author

	bond

	brief
	capable
	cited

	cooperative

	discrimination
	display
	diversity

	domain

	edition
	enhanced
	estate

	exceed

	expert
	explicit
	federal

	fees

	flexibility
	furthermore
	gender

	ignored

	incentive
	incidence
	incorporated

	index

	inhibition
	initiatives
	input

	instructions

	intelligence
	interval
	lecture

	migration

	minimum
	ministry
	motivation

	neutral

	nevertheless
	overseas
	preceding

	presumption
	rational
	recovery
	revealed

	scope

	subsidiary
	tapes
	trace

	transformation

	transport
	underlying
	utility








Choose 2-3 words from the list.

How would you use each of these words in a sentence?

1. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….


Write a short text (around 300 words) about the topic you have been researching.

· Use the answers you found in the research pack you were using during the last activity.
· [image: A close up of a logo

Description automatically generated]Select and summarise the most interesting and important points (for example, pick one thing that surprised you or one thing you learnt that you didn’t know before)
· Make sure your text gives the reader/listener a clear and accurate summary of your research topic.

Write your summary here: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	


Editing your writing

· Read your text aloud 
· Does it make sense?
· Does your text give the reader/listener a clear and accurate summary of your research topic?
·  Are there any spelling/grammar mistakes that need correcting?
· [image: A close up of a logo

Description automatically generated] Have you used between 5 and 10 words from the ‘Academic Word List’
·  Is your text no more than 300 words?

You can write your edited version below.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Quiz answers:

1. FALSE – There is no law that says the Prime Minister must be the leader of the party who wins the general election. The position, including this convention, evolved over time, and is maintained through long standing tradition rather than any official legal document. 

2. The Vedas are a large body of religious writings from Hinduism and are some of the earliest works of Sanskrit literature. There are four Vedas, with each having four sections.

3. Canada - Although Canada is only the second largest country by territory, it has the longest coastline in the world. The coastline of Canada measures approximately 202,080 km over double that of Norway in second with a coastline of 83,281 km.
 
4. In colour theory Blue and Orange are often considered to be the most complementing colours. Like all complementing colours they site opposite each other on a colour wheel, but as a pair have the highest level of contrast giving an easily achievable eye-catching effect. Look out for the pairing in artwork, on movie posters, and even in influencer posts on Instagram.   

5. Audre Lorde – Lorde was an American writer, librarian and activist who dedicated her work and life to exploring and challenging issues of racism, sexism, homophobia, and classism.  

6. Play loudly- Meaning literally strong in Italian, in music forte instructs a musician to add emphasises to a section by playing strongly and loudly.   

7. True – cosmetics could often contain mercury, lead and arsenic leading to metal poisoning. The wearers aim was to achieve a silvery gleaming complexion but often instead got paralysis, madness or even sometimes death.  

8. Just like most discussions from the discipline of philosophy the answer here is up for debate. If you were to study philosophy, utilitarianism would see this as true; value comes from how much actions create happiness or suffering, but Kantian Ethics argues this is false; the lasting impact or repercussions of one action can often be out of our control.  




. 






Subject grid answers:
	Subject
	Description or definition of the subject
	Why might you choose to study this subject?
	What is it like to study this subject at A Level?

	Art & Design

	10
	21
	17

	Music
	16
	23
	5

	Drama
	4
	12
	19

	English Literature
	
8
	
3
	
14

	History
	1
	25
	10

	Geography
	6
	20
	26

	Religious Studies
	24
	7
	27

	Politics
	22
	15
	9

	Philosophy
	13
	18
	2
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3. You might choose to study this
subject because:
* You enjoy reading s variety.
oftexts and thinking
aritically dbout them

 You can handle complex
ideas, search for patterns.
and interpret information

 You have streng analytical
kills

© You're interestedin history,
culture, philosophy and
human behaviour
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1. Thisis the study of the people, periods and events of the pact. It looks at people’s lives, the process of
change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups.

This subject s both personal and global; it looks at cveryday life and mementous accasions.

Through our study of the past, we can understand how our own world works today. We can dlso
understand how and why things happen to us. For example, The Industrial Revolution caused the birth of
industrial towns and fectories and the mechanisation of society. Could e link this to the pollution
problems that we face today?
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4. This is the study of literature that is written to be performed on the stage. It focusses on
* acting styles and techniques

« how performers, designers and directors communicate meaning to an audience

 analysis of the historical and cultural contexts that influsnce drama.
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5. You'll study musical elements such as organisation of pitch, tonality and structure and musical

language, vocabulary and termindlogy.

You'l also lock at musical contexts, for example the effect of audience, time and place on how music
is created, developed and performed in different settings and how music from different histerical,
social and cultural contexts has changed over time. Plus, you'll have the opportunity to compose and

perform your own music-which could be playing or singing selo or in ensemble, improvising or using
musictechnology.

Studying this subject vill allow you to develop a3 a crtical and reflective thinker. Itll broaden your

musical experience and interests, and teach you to reflect citically and make personal judgements on

vour own and others' music.
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6. This is the study of Earth’s landscapes, people, places and environments. It brings together social
sciences and natural sciences Human geography looks at cultures, societies and economies. Physical
‘geography looks at physical landscapes and the environment

This subject helps make sense of a complex and dynamically changing werld and looks at how society,
the economy and environment combine to bring about change. It explains where places are, how,
places and landscapes are formed, and how people and their environment interact. It also explores
how a diverse renge of economies, societies and environments are allinterconnected and examines
natural resources and their sustainable use.
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8 This is the study of literature written in the English

language. This includes postry, prose and drama
‘across cultures and historical periods. It covers

language, literary theory, narrtive forms and fictions,
‘and major authors and periodsin history.
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7. You might choose to study this subject if
you

© Have an interest in history, society
and cultures

« Enjoy gathering evidence and.
constructing arguments
Enjoy engaging in debates
Enjoy interpreting and crtically
evalusting religious concepts,
views and arguments

 Are good et presenting your ideas
in o clear way using appropriate,
specialist language
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9. You'll study peaple, politics and participation as well as the govemning of moderm Britain, the
‘government and politics of the USA, and ideologies. You might also lock at political theory-
discussing key questions such as the nature of freedom, and the strengths and limitations of
democracy.

You'l also develop a vide range of skill including the abiliy to:

understand, synthesise and interpret poliical information
analyse and evaluate political knowledge

identify connections and assess similerities and differences between the areas you study
select relevant material and construct and communicate arguments clearly and coherently
using appropriate palitical vacabulary.
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10. This s the study of human creativity. It includes fine art, graphic communication, textile design, 3D
design and photography.

You'lleam
+ about materials, processes, technologies and resources

about different genres, styles and traditions
how ideas and feclings can be conveyed and interpreted in images and abjects

*  howimages and objects relate to the time and place in which they were made
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11, 1f you choose to study this subject you'll be asked to crtically analyse historical sources, you'll argue
how significant a person or event was, you'll look at change over time and reasens for change or lack of
change. You'll alse make links and draw comparisons between different aspects of the period or society
you are studying. You'll sso evaluste the causes and consequences of histarical events and situations.

You'l look at histary from a range of perspectives-for example economic, political, religious,
technological or sociel, and analyse and evaluate how the past has been interpreted in different ways.
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13
Thisis the study of ideas about knowledge,
reality and existence, and the nature and
meaning of life.
Itis concerned with questions of:
« how we should live (known as ethics)
 what sorts of things exist and what are.
their essential natures (known as.
metaphysics)
* thetheory of knowledge (known as
<pistemology)
* and what are the correct principles of
reasoning (which is known as logic).
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12 You might choose to study this subject f:

* You enjoya balance of practical and.
theoretical werk

 You enjoywriting, creating and
performing

 You enjoy experimenting with and
studying a range of acting styles and
techniques

* You want to build up your skills and
versatility a5 & performer

 Youlike exploring and analysing a range
of texts from classical Shakespeare to
contempaorary plays
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14 You'll get to experience a wide range of reading in pestry, prose and drama including texts
published before 1900, at least ane play by Shekespeare, and work published more recently, in the 21

century.

You'll look for themes in these texts, and connect them with other texts, theories and historical events.
You might also lock at how writers shape the meanings in texts, how individual texts are interpreted by
the readers and consider how attitudes and values are expressed in texts





image19.png
15. You might choose to study this subject at A Level if:

You're interested in History, Sociology or English
You enjoy thinking eritically and engaging in debates

You can think independently and form your own arguments.
You want to understand how the warld works

You might also choose to study this subject if you want to go on to study Politics at university. From
there you might become a researcher or join local or national govemment. But there are other job.
‘options teo. If you fancy a career in Journalism or the Media, this course is very useful
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16. This s the study of works of music such as sangs and symphanies, the criticism of music, the history
of music and the effects of music on cur emotions and psychology.

It covers musical elements such as pitch, tone and tempe, musical contexts (for example the effect of

audience, time and place on how music is created) and musical language

It allows you to develop your knowledge and understanding of a wide variety of instruments, genres,
styles and traditions of music, and your awareness of music technologies.

It al3o allows you to develop your own performing and composing skl





image21.png
17. The subject is mostly focused on practical and creative leaming. You'll recard your ideas and experiences
in @ variety of ways using draving or other visual forms such as painting and sculpture. As well s learning @
range of practical skills you'll also gain an understanding of different approaches towards art, from surrealism

tothe sesthetic movement.

You will underteke research; gathering, selecting and erganising visual and ather appropriate information

You will use your knowledge and understanding of the werk of other artists to develop and extend your
thinking and inform your own work
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18. You might choose to study this subject because you
« enjoy considering philosophical prablems, forming your own judgements and taking part in debates
« have good analytical, problem solving and communication skills
« enjoy asking big questions
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19.
This subject will teach you about the practices used in twenty-first century theatre making and it give you
the opportunity to create and perform your own drama. You'll develop your skills and interests in a range
of practical drama elements including:

o Acing
. Directing

e Costume

o Setdesion

. Mask and technical design

You'l get the chance to perform an extract fram any play to illustrate your understanding of an influential
director, designer or theatre company and you'll devise drama on any topic to be performedina
theatrical style of your choice. You'll learn how to analyse and discuss live theatre. For example, you'll
have to consider how the play has been interpreted in the production, how successfully meaning was
communicated to the audience by the performers and through the production design
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21. You might choose to study this subject if:

 You'reinterested in analysing and discussing
images, abjects and artefacts

* You enjoy planning, designing and creating
images and artefacts of your ovn

* You enjoy communicating your ideasin a
range of farms.

 You have good attention to detail
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20. You might choose to study this subject if:

 You'reinterested in the people, places and
world around you

+ You'reinterested in how and why the
werld is changing

* You're logical and scientific but also enjoy.
essay writing

* You enjoy collecting, anslysing, presenting
and interpreting data

 You enjoy conducting your own research
and forming your own arguments
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22 This is the study of govemment and
society. It looks at how people, ideas and
institutions interact and what the effect is.

You will learn about the structures of
authority and power within the Political
System of the United Kingdom and you will
think about and debate how other political
systems may differ
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23 You might choose to study this subject because you enjoy experiencing music in many different
forms such as listening and dencing, and because you'd like to despen your understanding and increase.
your enjoyment of music

You might also choose to study it because:
you enjoy thinking creatively and taking part in more hands-on activities.

You want to discaver how music works and explore what it means

You enjoy thinking critically and forming your own judgements

You want to pursue your own musical interests and develop new ones whilst creating your ovn
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26 You'll study the natural elements of the world, including
the atmosphere, land and oceans. You'lllook at things like
dlimate, soil, how the earth was formed and how it is
changing over time. You'll alse study human geography
topics such as population growth, migration, how urban and
rurel settlements develop, how we work vith animals and
‘even how our economies are affected by the environment
we live in

You'l get the chance to think about and analyse big
‘questions to do with poverty, disease, water, energy and
biodiversity. Plus, you could lock at specific national issucs
in the UK, like housing, sociel deprivation, flooding and
regional development

You'llean to think critically, and develop your ability to
‘communicate your opinions and provide evidence for your
arguments.
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24 This subject is the study of religious beliefs, behaviours and insttutions It describes, compares,
interprets, and explains religion, and looks at significant social and historical developments.

You'l learn the traditions of the world's major religions - Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism and
Buddhism. You'll learn when and why religions have lashed in the past, which may help you
understand how they coexist today.

As well as the nuts and bolts of a religion-what people believe and how they express their beliefs,
you'll also look at how religion impacts an people’s lives, how they behave: why they don't eat certain
food, for example. You'll examine sacred religious texts, looking at who wrote them and how they've.
been interpreted over the years, and the cultural implications of trandlating these texts.

The subject also covers philosophical issues and ethics.
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25 You might choose to study this
subject i
* You enjoy thinking critically,
weighing up evidence, and
coming to your own
conclusions
* You enjoy debating and
arguing a case based on
your own knowledge and
rescarch
© Youre interestedin
different identities within
society such as social,
culturel, religious and ethnic
diversity
 You enjoywriting essays





image31.png
27 You'llleam to read texts closely and analyse them critically.

You'l also develop an understanding and appreciation of different religions and their cantribution to
individuals, communities and societies.

In Philosophy of religion you'll study topics such as:

©  Arguments for the existence of God, the problem of evil and suffering, and seff, death and
afterlfe

In Ethics and religion you'll study:

 The issues of human life and death, the meaning of right and wrong, moral responsibility and
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