							             		June 2026

INTRODUCTORY READING FOR JOINT SCHOOLS INVOLVING ECONOMICS
.

1. Those who have not studied Economics before will find Begg, Dornbusch, Fischer, Vernasca Economics and The Economy by the Core Team helpful as introductory reading.  The study of Economics requires more mathematics than some students can command when they arrive in Oxford.  For this reason, those who do not have mathematics at A-level will need to do some preparatory work before coming up: they should be familiar with the ground covered in: Jacques, Mathematics for Economics and Business (chaps 1-3).  Some preparatory reading on calculus from the same book would also be helpful.  Students with A-level in mathematics will benefit from reading the entire book. A free alternative to Chaps 1-3 of Jacques is the first four chapters of Maths Workbook prepared by the Department of Economics, which are attached.

2. Preparatory Reading

The following books will give you an idea of the different aspects of the course.  These are books for general preparatory reading and not the course textbooks.  You do not need to buy any book before arriving in Oxford.

General Interest
		Paul Krugman, The Accidental Theorist
M Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom
R Heilbroner, The Worldly Philosophers

Microeconomics

*	Begg, Dornbusch, Fischer,Vernasca Economics
*   The CORE team, The Economy 
      (free online version: https://core-econ.org/the-economy/)
 	A. Dixit  Microeconomics: A Very Short Introduction
T Harford, The Undercover Economist
A.Mell and O. Walker The Rough Guide to Economics


Macroeconomics

*	Begg, Dornbusch, Fischer, Vernasca Economics
*    The CORE team, The Economy (free online version: https://core-econ.org/the-economy/)

Mathematics

		G Renshaw, Maths for Economics
		or
 	       *	I Jacques, Mathematics for Economics and Business
                    *     Maths Workbook 

	* indicates a book of special interest
