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 Oxford, April 2025
Reading list for First-Year Students of German at Wadham 
Dear All, 

First of all, many congratulations on getting a place to study German at Wadham! My colleagues and I are very much looking forward to meeting you in October. 
This letter gives you an outline of the first-year German course at Oxford and the different modules (or ‘papers’) which you will study. It will also tell you which books to buy and the reading you need to do over the summer before you start your degree. Depending on your degree combination, not all of the information below will be relevant for you, so please read carefully. 
Course outline: 

During the first year of your German degree, you will study different courses, which will be examined in June 2025. Below, you will find a brief overview of the different papers, starting with information for students who have taken German at A-level. If you are studying German for Beginners, please skip to part 3 on the following page. 
1) The German Course for post-A-level students: 

All students of German study two language papers in the first year. Paper I involves writing essays in German and answering questions about a reading comprehension passage. Paper II involves translating out of and into German. 
For the literature part of your course, you will also study two papers. Paper III involves writing commentaries (close interpretations) of German poetry and of passages taken from four German plays. Paper IV involves writing essays on three narrative works and a film. You will study the plays in the first term (Michaelmas Term), the narrative works and the film in the second term (Hilary Term), and the poetry throughout the year. 
This part of the course is taught in English, and the essays and commentaries you write will also be in English.  
***

2) The German Sole Course 
Students who study single honours German (‘German Sole’) also study three additional German papers. For reading lists for these papers, see below. 
a) Introduction to German Film Studies

This paper is taught in weekly seminars in the first term and introduces students to German cinema, focusing on four films from the time of the Weimar Republic (1918-1933). 

b) Introduction to German Medieval Studies 
This paper is studied in the second term and is taught as a combination of seminars and tutorials. It will focus on the medieval prose narrative Gregorius by Hartmann von Aue. Students will be given an introduction to the language and will be expected to read the set text in Middle High German.

c) Key Texts in German Thought

This paper is studied in second and third terms and will be taught in seminars. The focus will be on four short philosophical texts from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries. 

***

3) German for Beginners 
The first-year course consists of four components: three will be focused on intensive language study, while the fourth will give you the opportunity to work on three narrative works and a film, which are also studied by the post-A level cohort. The course for the three language papers (Papers I, II and III) is centrally organised, and is specific to students of Beginners’ German. For literature (Paper IV), you will be taught together with the post-A-level students in Wadham. These classes will start in the second term, so after Christmas. You should read/watch the three set texts and the film in English in the first instance, but please also buy the German editions, so you can read/watch them alongside the English translation. 
Before starting your degree, you are required to attend a compulsory pre-sessional intensive language course. This course consists of an online (self-study) course and a face-to-face component, which will delivered online, via Microsoft Teams. All students need to have completed the online course by the time they start the face-to-face part. You are advised to allow at least 14 days for completion of the online course, which will be available from 1 September. You will need an internet connection, the DaF kompakt course book and workbook, and Essential German Grammar (for the reading list, see below). You’ll be provided with more information by the course convenor, Ms Theresa Langer, in due course. 
****

A note on preparing the texts (for all students): 

At the end of this letter, you will find a list of the literary texts which you will study in your first year. Please buy them now (they are not very expensive) and read them over the summer. Once you are here and the course has started, you will be very busy and won’t have time to start reading these texts from scratch. It is therefore essential that you read these literary texts thoroughly before you come up to start your degree. 

How to prepare the texts: If you are reading these texts in German (this does not apply to Beginners German students), please make sure look up any words that you don’t know and write down their meaning into the margins. It’s also a good idea to write a brief plot summary at the top of every other page. This will make it much easier to find your way round the texts when we study them together. Some of these texts are quite difficult in terms of the language and the content. Please don’t worry if you don’t understand every detail. We will go through them bit by bit in our tutorials. 

As you will start with the plays in the first term it’s a good idea to read them last, so you’ve got them fresh in your mind when you arrive. 

If you want to get a first impression of German literary history, you could browse through Nicholas Boyle’s German Literature: A Very Brief Introduction (Oxford University Press). For an overview of German history, see Mary Fulbrook’s A Concise History of Germany (Cambridge University Press, updated edition 1992). 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at the address given at the top of this letter. 

Best wishes, 

Carolin Duttlinger

Shopping list:  

Listed below are the most inexpensive editions of the prose works and plays.

They can be ordered from Amazon (www.amazon.co.uk or www.amazon.de) or other online bookshops.
1) All Post-A-level students of German 
Plays:
· Frank Wedekind, Frühlings Erwachen (1891) [Stuttgart: Reclam,

1991. ISBN 3150079519]

· Bertolt Brecht, Der gute Mensch von Sezuan (1943) [Frankfurt am

Main: Suhrkamp, 2024 (BasisBibliothek 25). ISBN: 978-3-518- 18825-5]

· Thomas Bernhard, Heldenplatz (1988) [Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2023 [1995]. ISBN:3518389742]

· Dea Loher, Unschuld (2003) [Stuttgart: Reclam Theater der Gegenwart, 2022. ISBN: 3150142059]

Prose works and film:
· Theodor Fontane, Irrungen, Wirrungen (1888) [Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2006) [Suhrkamp BasisBibliothek 81]

· Franz Kafka, Die Verwandlung (1912/1915) [Stuttgart: Reclam XL, 2021. ISBN 3150161096] 

· Elfriede Jelinek, Die Liebhaberinnen (1975) [Reinbek: Rowohlt Taschenbuch, current edition. ISBN 978-3499124679] 

· Fatih Akin (dir.), Aus dem Nichts (2017) [Warner Home Video, 2018]
Poetry:

· Hans-Joachim Simm, Deutsche Gedichte 1500 Gedichte von den Anfängen bis zur Gegenwart (Insel; ISBN 3458174400) 
Language and grammar: 

· Martin Durrell, Hammer’s German Grammar and Usage (7th edition; Routledge)

· Martin Durrell, Katrin Kohl, Claudia Kaiser, Practising German Grammar (4th edition; Routledge)  

· Collins German Dictionary (Complete and Unabridged). Current edition
*** 

2) Additional shopping list for GERMAN SOLE students: 

Middle High German: 

· Hartmann von Aue, Gregorius: Mittelhochdeutsch/Neuhochdeutsch (Reclam; ISBN 978-3-15-001787-6)
German thought:  

· Immanuel Kant, Idee zu einer allgemeinen Geschichte in weltbürgerlicher Absicht,
in Kant, Was ist Aufklärung? (Hamburg: Meiner, 1999) (Note: not the Reclam volume with the same title]
· Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Manifest der kommunistischen Partei (Stuttgart: Reclam, 2014) [Reclams Universal-Bibliothek 19266]
· Friedrich Nietzsche, ‘Zur Naturgeschichte der Moral’, in Jenseits von Gut und Böse: Vorspiel zu einer Philosophie der Zukunft (Stuttgart: Reclam, 1988) 

· Sigmund Freud, Zeitgemäßes über Krieg und Tod. Warum Krieg? Der Briefwechsel mit Albert Einstein (Stuttgart: Reclam, 2022) [Reclams Universal-Bibliothek 14276]
Film: 

The college library has copies of all the prescribed films, so you don’t need to buy them. Just in case you prefer to own your own copies, here is a list of the preferred editions: 

· Asphalt (1929, dir. Joe May) [DVD: Eureka Masters of Cinema No. 7]

· Tagebuch einer Verlorenen (1929, dir. G. W. Pabst). [DVD: Eureka Masters of Cinema No. 97]

· Mädchen in Uniform (1931, dir. Leontine Sagan). [DVD Zeitausendeins Edition, available from amazon.de)] 

· Viktor und Viktoria (1933, dir. Reinhold Schünzel) [DVD: Deutsche Filmklassiker]
Introductory reading: 

· David Bordwell, Kristin Thompson and Jeff Smith, Film Art: An Introduction (London, 12th edn. 2019) [or any edition from the 6th edn. onwards]

· Sabine Hake, German National Cinema (London, 2nd edn. 2007).
*** 
3) Shopping list for Beginners German students: 

Language: 

· Hueber Verlag (ed.) (2019) Akademie Deutsch A1+: Intensivlehrwerk mit Audios online. Ismaning: Hueber. ISBN 978-3-19-101650-0.

· Hueber Verlag (ed.) (2020) Akademie Deutsch A1+: Zusatzmaterial mit Audios online. Ismaning: Hueber. ISBN 978-3-19-111650-7.

· Hueber Verlag (ed.) (2020) Akademie Deutsch A2+: Intensivlehrwerk mit Audios online. Ismaning: Hueber. ISBN 978-3-19-121650-4.

· Hueber Verlag (ed.) (2020) Akademie Deutsch A2+: Zusatzmaterial mit Audios online. Ismaning: Hueber. ISBN 978-3-19-131650-1.

· Collins German Dictionary (Complete and Unabridged). Current edition.
Literature (please buy both editions of these texts): 

· Theodor Fontane, Irrungen, Wirrungen (1888) [Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp, 2006) [Suhrkamp BasisBibliothek 81]
· Theodor Fontane, On Tangled Paths, trans. by Peter James Bowman (London: Penguin Classics, 2013) 

· Franz Kafka, Die Verwandlung (1912/1915) [Stuttgart: Reclam XL, 2021. ISBN 3150161096] 
· Franz Kafka, The Metamorphosis, trans. by Joyce Crick, in The Metamorphosis and Other Stories (Oxford World’s Classics; Oxford: OUP, 2009) 

· Elfriede Jelinek, Die Liebhaberinnen (1975) [Reinbek: Rowohlt Taschenbuch, current edition. ISBN 978-3499124679] 
· Elfriede Jelinek, Women as Lovers, trans. by Martin Chalmers (London: Serpent’s Tail, 1994)] 

· Fatih Akın (dir.), Aus dem Nichts (2017) [DVD: Warner Home Video, 2018] 
· Fatih Akın (dir.), In the Fade, with English subtitles [DVD: Curzon Artificial Eye, 2018]
