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Unseen material
• Before some interviews, you might be 

given a resource to look at

• During some interviews, you might be 
given a resource to look at 
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You are unlikely to have come across this 
resource before. 

Tutors want to see how you:

• Respond to new information
• Think out loud
• Listen to feedback
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S “Interviews tell us important things 
about a candidate which are not 
captured by grades or test scores.

We can see how candidates think, 
rather than merely parrot information.”



The following presentation will take you 
through two examples of unseen resources:

• A MAP RESOURCE (slides 8-16)
• A TEXT EXTRACT (slides 17-27)

Resources for these activities
are available at: 

www.wadham.ox.ac.uk/schools/resources

http://www.wadham.ox.ac.uk/schools/resources


1. Look and listen
2. Express your opinion
3. Be flexible
4. Explore in depth
5. See the bigger picture
6. Enjoy the discovery

How to 
approach 
an unseen 
resource



MAP
RESOURCE
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• Look at the map resource



1. Look and Listen
• Start simple- how would you describe it? 

• Map
• Colour coding
• Place names
• Type of area
• Time period
• Categories

• Take your timeM
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2. Express your Opinion
• What strikes you about the categories?

• How do you think the map was made?
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3. Be flexible
• The map is from Charles Booth’s London Poverty Map & 

Police notebooks, 1898 
• An early example of social cartography, each street is 

coloured to indicate the income and social class of its 
inhabitants.

• Social investigators accompanied policemen on their beats 
across London, and recorded their own impressions of each 
street and the comments of the policemen.

• The City of London was not included because it did not house 
any significant number of residents so is uncoloured.

• The map is separated using the parishes of the area 
e.g. St Jude’s, St James, All Saints, St BartholomewM
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4. Explore in depth

• Compare the map to 
the more modern 
Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation map

• What is similar?
• What is different?

• Which is a better map?M
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5. See the bigger picture

• What can these maps tell 
us…

• …about the time periods?
• …about poverty?
• …about the area?

• What questions does it 
raise?
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6. Enjoy the discovery

• It isn’t about right or 
wrong answers

• Does it link to any 
knowledge you have?

• Does it make you want to 
find out anything else?M
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• Charles Booth’s London
booth.lse.ac.uk/

• Indices of Multiple Deprivation
dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/
imd/idmap.html

Finding out more…

https://booth.lse.ac.uk/
http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html
http://dclgapps.communities.gov.uk/imd/idmap.html


Can you apply these skills to another 
unseen artefact? Remember to:
1. Look and listen
2. Express your opinion
3. Be flexible
4. Explore in depth
5. See the bigger picture
6. Enjoy the discovery

Extension
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TEXT
EXTRACT
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T • Read the Alfred Döblin, 
Berlin Alexanderplatz
extract



1. Look and Listen
• Start simple:

• How is this text composed? e.g. How do we know 
where we are? Is there a focus on any one 
particular event or character?

• Look at the grammar and syntax e.g. past or 
present tense, use of auxiliary verbs, aspect, voice

• Anything you aren’t sure about and there are 
footnotes for some unfamiliar vocabularyTE

X
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2. Express your Opinion
• What effect does reading this text have? Is it 

clear? It is confusing?

• Think about how the imagery or choice of 
particular words creates and particularises the 
meaning. 

• You don’t need to know lots of technical terms

• Highlight quotes that support your opinion
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3. Be flexible
• Don’t try to guess the author or the date – this 

isn’t what the interviewer will be interested in

• Don’t make guesses about meanings or 
‘themes’ based on individual words or images 
picked out and isolated from the meaning of a 
whole sentence

• Be prepared to back up the points you make 
with quotes
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4. Explore in depth
• Look out for the little words that you might skip 

over in a rush (e.g. negatives, pronouns).  

• Why do you think the author included so much 
information?

• Can you identify the different elements of the 
text? What kinds of objects/places/events do 
we have?TE
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5. See the bigger picture
• What can the extract tell us…

• …about the city?
• …about the issues of the time?
• …about our own cultures?

• What questions does it raise?
• Why is the description 

impersonal?
• What is the author’s view of 

authority? morals? class?
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6. Enjoy the discovery

• It isn’t about right or 
wrong answers

• Does it link to any 
knowledge you have?

• Does it make you want to 
find out anything else?TE
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Finding out more…

• The extract is from Alfred Döblin’s Berlin 
Alexanderplatz (1929)

• Alexanderplatz is a square in Berlin, Germany
• In 1929, Berlin is a rapidly changing city
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Finding out more…

• The publisher changed the name to be ‘Berlin Alexanderplatz: 
The Story of Franz Biberkopf’
• Why do you think Döblin simply wanted to title the book 

‘Berlin Alexanderplatz’ instead?

• This extract highlights the diverse activities 
taking place in the square
• What techniques does it use to do this?
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Finding out more…

• Other texts about Berlin



Finding out more…

• London Review of Books and Literary 
Review 

• Faculty of English resources and 
English Mock interview

• Close Reading resources:
• University of York 
• University of Cambridge
• Harvard University 

Poetry ideas:
• Poetry Daily’s ‘Today’s Poem’ for 

ten minutes each day
• The Guardian’s Saturday 

Poems for ten minutes each day
• Carol Rumen’s ‘Poem of the 

Week’ series on 
the Guardian website. Compare 
your own thoughts on the poem 
with Rumen’s reading.

• Poetry Foundation have a 
collection of ‘Core Learning 
Poems’

https://www.lrb.co.uk/
https://literaryreview.co.uk/
https://www.english.ox.ac.uk/learning-resources
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6FstDtDntCo
https://www.york.ac.uk/english/writing-at-york/writing-resources/close-reading/
https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/classroom/pracrit.htm
https://writingcenter.fas.harvard.edu/pages/how-do-close-reading
http://poems.com/today.php
http://www.theguardian.com/books/series/saturdaypoem
http://www.theguardian.com/books/series/poemoftheweek
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/learning/core-poems


Our students’
advice
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Interviews: True or False? 

1. The interview is the most important part of the Oxford admissions process.

2. Interviews test students’ ability to recall facts from their wider reading.

3. Interviewers at Oxford are more interested in seeing how you think than whether you 
get the right answer. 

4. Applicants who are invited to interview at Oxford all have the same number of 
interviews. 

5. Successful candidates memorize what they have read before their interview so that they 
can pull specific examples in the interview. 

6. The Oxford interview mimics the learning style at Oxford. 
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