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Welcome to Oxford!

It will be a pleasure to have you here as one of our Freshers. As you will quickly find out, terms here are rather intense so it is always better to prepare as much as possible in advance. Please find below some advice on how to do this in view of the start of your first year.

In the autumn term (called Michaelmas), you will be working on your four narrative works and naturally on your language. I suggest you might want to focus on those aspects of our curriculum. 

1) Language
Whether you have an A’ Level or you start as a beginner, language classes in your first year will give you a firm grasp of grammar, develop your vocabulary and language skills and prepare you for the Language Preliminary Exams at the end of Trinity Term. Teaching in your first year will consist of 4 to 5 hours a week comprising Grammar and Vocabulary, Listening comprehension, Reading comprehension, Essay writing, Prose (Translation from English into Italian) and Translation from Italian into English. By your second term you will be required to read one of the narrative set texts entirely in Italian as there is no translation.
Material will be provided by the Language Tutors, who will also advise you on independent learning and weekly assignments. You will need to purchase the following grammar books prior to the start of Michaelmas Term (they will be available at Oxford Blackwell’s):
Beginners:

· Required to work throughout from the Presessional throughout the first academic year: Nuova Grammatica Pratica della Lingua Italiana, by Susanna Nocchi (Alma Edizioni, preferably the Edizione Aggiornata latest edition 2022)
· Recommended: The Ultimate Italian Review and Practice, by David Stillman, second edition (McGraw-Hill, 2019): this is a good introduction but also a useful companion to consolidate and expand your knowledge of grammar and vocabulary in class and independently.

Post A-Level students:

· Soluzioni: A Practical Grammar of Contemporary Italian, by Denise De Rome, preferably fourth edition (Routledge, 2015).
Other texts recommended for use later in the year include:

· Upgrade Your Italian, by Clelia Boscolo (Hodder Education, 2005)

· Modern Italian Grammar Workbook, by Anna Proudfoot, second edition (Routledge, 2005)
For reference (at advanced level):
A Reference Grammar of Modern Italian, by Martin Maiden and Cecilia Robustelli (Routledge, 2007; second edition).
If you are a beginner, you may start reading some Easy Readers (Easy Readers Italian available at the European Bookshop in London) and work through them with a dictionary; if you studied Italian at a more advanced level you will enjoy reading the set texts in the original and other works of modern Italian literature, such as collections of short stories. We recommend that you always write down the word or phrase you’ve looked up in your own vocabulary notebook and go over it to consolidate what you have learnt. You should also acquire a good-sized bilingual Dictionary (such as Oxford-Paravia or il Ragazzini), also available in libraries at Oxford. The following bilingual and monolingual dictionaries are available online:

Dizionario di italiano Sabatini-Coletti
Dizionario di Inglese Sansoni
Dizionario Garzanti Linguistica
Collins Dictionary
Dizionario dei Sinonimi e dei Contrari Rizzoli 

Vocabolario della Lingua Italiana Treccani
Treccani Sinonimi e Contrari
Courses in Italy:
Spending some time in Italy during the summer before you come to Oxford might be a good idea to prepare for your first year here. Even better if you attend a language course. Useful information on language courses in Italy can be obtained from the Italian Cultural Institute, at http://www.italcultur.org.uk/  

Reading, speaking and/or going to Italy will be much more rewarding if based on a formal grounding in grammar. 

Literature and Cinema
Each of the two papers has a set of prescribed texts:

1. “Modern Italian Narrative and Cinema”
Prescribed texts (any edition of the following):

(1) Primo Levi, Se questo è un uomo, 1947
(2) Italo Calvino, Il cavaliere inesistente, 1959
(3) Natalia Ginzburg, Lessico famigliare, 1963
(4) Igiaba Scego, La mia casa è dove sono, 2010
Prescribed film:

(5) Marco Tullio Giordana, I cento passi, available in DVD (Medusa, 2001)

A very good and necessary introduction to Italian history and culture is Christopher Duggan, A Concise History of Italy (Cambridge UP, 1994). An excellent introduction to modern Italian literature is Robert Gordon, Introduction to 20th C. Italian Literature (Duckworth, 2005). For film studies, you might want to familiarise yourself with the subject through the following: David Bordwell and Kirstin Thompson, Film Art: An Introduction (McGraw Hill, 2008)
2. “Aspects of Italian Lyric Poetry”
(1) The Italian Sonnet from the Middle Ages to the present.  A selection of around forty sonnets, which will be available at a later date in the Modern Languages Faculty Office, will be studied as an introduction to Italian poetry, and as exercise of close critical commentary.
(2) Ungaretti, selections from “L’allegria” and “Sentimento del tempo”, 

in Vita d’un uomo: 106 poesie (1914-1960), published by Mondadori.  The work of this poet will be studied in detail for close commentary and essays.
(3) Eugenio Montale, selection from Ossi di seppia (1929), published by Mondadory. Same as above.
Italian books can be easily be ordered on the web (Internet Bookshop Italia is a reliable and secure site)
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me at Pembroke.

Guido Bonsaver

Tel: 01865-276456

E-mail: guido.bonsaver@pmb.ox.ac.uk
