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Before we get started…..

Please check that you have a copy of:  Making the right A Level 
Choices Student Booklet.



Session objectives
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1

Feel more confident about the process of making A Level choices

2

2

Relate A Level choices to university degrees

Prioritise the factors that will affect your A Level choices

3

By the end of the session you will be able to:



Session overview
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1

Compare A Level requirements for university

Starter: celebrity quiz

Factors affecting your A Level Choices

I don’t know my future plans!

2

3

4

3

5 Discussion



About us
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Helen Drummond
Director of Partnerships

A Levels

University
BA French & Italian

First graduate job

French, German and Economics

MFL teacher



About us
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Katie Buckingham
Head of 

Programmes

University of Nottingham
BA History & Art History

First graduate job
History Teacher

A Levels
History, Geography, Biology, Maths (AS)



1. Celebrity quiz
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Guess the degree course and A Level 
choices

Emile Sande 

Greg Davis

Tom Daley

Clean Bandit 

Tinie Tempah 

Emma Watson

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Have a look at these celebrities and explore the different combinations of subjects they took and where that led them. (Answers also at the back of student booklets)

Think about: Any courses that sounds interesting?
Were there any courses universities you hadn’t heard of? 
Any combinations that surprised you? 

1.Emile Sande – MBE, 4 time brit winner, #1s with  "Read All About it" with Professor Green and "Beneath Your Beautiful", a collaboration with Labrinth
Degree,  University of Glasgow – Neuroscience, originally accepted onto Medicine 
2. Greg Davids – Comedian, Taskmaster, Inbetweeners 
Degree,  Brunel university – English and Drama (teacher for 12 years) 
3. Tom Daley  - Olympic Bronze medallist for GB in Diving 
A levels – Photography, Maths, Spanish 
4. Clean Bandit – Band, #1s with  “Rather Be" with Jess Glynn and “Rockabye", a collaboration with Sean Paul
Degree, Cambridge University, Russian literature, Physics, Architecture 
5. Tinie Tempah – 6 #1s – most achieved by a UK rapper
A levels - Media Studies, psychology, Religious Studies   
6. Emma Watson – Actress
A levels – Geography, Art, English Literature  Degree English in the US (Brown) 
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Discussion
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• Are there any courses that sound interesting to you?
• Are there any courses or universities you haven’t heard of? 
• Are there any subject/course combinations that surprise 

you? 



2. Case studies
What A Levels should I choose if I already 
know what I want to study at university?
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Case studies
Read the university course descriptions and find out:

1. A Level requirements (grades & contextual offers) 

2. Essential A Levels 

3. Recommended or helpful A Levels

4. A Levels that are not accepted

5. GCSE requirements or any other entry requirements

Complete the grid in Activity 2 in your booklet for each course.

10
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Case studies
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Example:

BA
Architecture

K100

AAA

Contextual 
offer: AAB

General 
Studies

Grade C or 4 
in GCSE 
English 
Language 
and 
Mathematics

3 arts-based 
subjects or a 
BTEC 
Extended 
Diploma in Art 
& Design on 
its own.

Art or Fine Art 
particularly 
welcomed.

Mixture of 
science and 
humanities or 
arts subjects 
preferred, but   
not essential.

None



3. What factors might affect 
your A Level choices?
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Diamond 9 activity

14

I enjoy these subjects 
the most

I like the teacher

There are certain 
subjects that I need for 

the degree course I want 
to do

I am good at these 
subjects

My friends are choosing 
these subjects

It’s perceived as a “hard” 
subject

My parents/carers are 
keen for me to take 

these subjects

It’s a popular subject at 
my school/college

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Arrange these statements into a diamond 9 shape. Place the most important factors at the top of the diamond and less important at the bottom. 

Fill in the blank box with another factor you can think of.

Diamond 9 example on the next slide.
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Diamond 9 

15

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Discussion
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• What did you write on the blank square?

• Does the diamond 9 change if you choose your personal 
priorities?

• Would anyone prioritise “my friends are choosing this subject”? 

• Would anyone prioritise “the teacher”?

Now pause the video again and have another go at the activity 
following this discussion.

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Discussion points:

Would anyone prioritise friends? Do we think this should this be important?

Would anyone prioritise the teacher? Highlight the risk of the teacher leaving.

Students to do the activity again following the discussion.





4. What if I don’t know what 
I want to do at university 
yet?
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1. The best way to start thinking about A Levels and university courses is to start by 

considering the subjects you currently enjoy.

2. Go to The Uni Guide A-Level Explorer:

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/exploratory-widgets/a-level-explorer

3. Use the dropdown menu to enter the A level subjects you might consider. The website 

generates exact, close and unexpected matches based on what other students have chosen 

with similar courses

18

4. What if I don’t know what I want to do at 
university yet?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Maths, Biology and Psychology – most popular A levels

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/exploratory-widgets/a-level-explorer
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Complete Activity 4, in your activity booklet or make a note on paper of the results.

Discussion:

Which courses were suggested as:

• Best Matches, Close Matches, Unexpected Matches

• Which of these degree courses would you consider?

• Which degree courses would you not consider?

• Did any of the results surprise you?

19

4. What if I don’t know what I want to do at 
university yet?
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Example



5. Round up
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Discussion

1. Is there such a thing as a poor combination of A 

Levels?

2. What happens if you are good at everything?

3. Which subjects are seen as the “hard” A Levels?

22
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The future of work

• Popular A Level subject change over time, they go 
in and out of fashion

• Jobs in the social sectors, such as healthcare and 
teaching are currently very popular

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LMI

Education, health and care are expected to add over 1 million jobs by 2030, business services around 1.5 million, and the creative sector 1 million jobs.



• Go to www.sli.do
• Enter event code: W2020
• Respond to the feedback 

questions

Your voice
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Thank you
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