
Back to Oxford:
University Next Steps



Think back to your visit to 
Oxford:

• What do you remember?

• How did the visit meet or 
surprise your 
expectations?
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Your next 
steps

Oxford identified some next steps:

1- Consider your A-level choices

2- Thinking and talking about 
university

3- Exploring and developing your 
passions
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Step 1: Thinking about A-levels

Use the Which? 
University A-level 
explorer to look at 
where different A-
levels could take you

(https://university.which.co.uk/a-level-explorer)

https://university.which.co.uk/a-level-explorer


Step 1: Thinking about A-levels
These are the most common A-levels taken by
students applying to Oxford:

-Maths -English Literature

-Chemistry -Economics

-Physics -Politics

-History -Geography

-Biology
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Speak to a teacher who teaches a subject you 
really enjoy at school.  Ask them:

• How would you evaluate studying this subject at 
A-level?

• What is this subject like at university level?

• What would you recommend I do to extend my 
knowledge of the parts of the subject I really 
enjoy?
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Step 2: Thinking about university

Have a look at some university prospectuses:

• Look at the range of courses available.  Are 
there any courses you hadn’t heard of?

• Pick a subject you like.  How is the course 
between 2 universities different?

• If you know what you want to study:

• What are the A-level requirements?

• What are the university looking for?



Step 2: Thinking about university

Speak to someone who has either recently gone 
to university or is applying to go.  Ask them:

• What is your experience of this subject at A-
level?

• What is this subject like at university level, 
how is it similar and different to A-level?

• What would you recommend I do to extend 
my knowledge of the parts of the subject I 
really enjoy?
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Step 2: Thinking about university
If you’re struggling to find someone to speak to, universities also have ‘ask a 
student’ to let you ask questions to their current students about university.

https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/ask
https://www.gla.ac.uk/study/studentlife/askastudent/
https://www.uea.ac.uk/study/askastudent
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/chat/


Step 3: Developing your passions
The people who look at your university applications will 
often say they want pupils who are passionate about the 
subject.

• How do you show academic passion? 
(without just saying, “I’m passionate 
about…”)

• How do you show academic passion? 
(without just saying, “I’m passionate 
about…”)
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Step 3: Ways to develop your passions

Museums Programming Courses Podcasts Other book Summer Schools
examples

University lectures EPQ  Relevant Work Experience Other Books by author   
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Books
Programmes e.g. Brilliant Club
Museum visits (Photo: mana5280 via https://unsplash.com/photos/o69yU0jE0Nk)
EPQ
Teach yourself programming e.g. python (Photo: Florian Olivo via https://unsplash.com/photos/4hbJ-eymZ1o)
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Sport-link to study and university skills (Photo: Daniel Norin via https://unsplash.com/photos/lBhhnhndpE0)
Work experience- relevant to university course or skills (Photo: Mario Gogh via https://unsplash.com/photos/VBLHICVh-lI) 



Super-curricular activities



Step 3: Developing your passions

https://oxplore.org/


Step 3: Would you pay everyone the same?

• Think about this big question

• What do you think? Why?

• What makes a ‘Big Question’?



Step 3: Big Questions



Step 3: Big Questions



Your next 
steps

Oxford identified some next steps:

1- Consider your A-level choices

2- Thinking and talking about 
university

3- Exploring and developing your 
passions
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SUMMING
UP

• Decide on your next steps.

• What are you going to do 
to continue your journey 
towards university and 
developing your passions?



Get in touch

Email

access@wadham.ox.ac.uk

Twitter

@WadhamAccess

Website

wadham.ox.ac.uk
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