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Back to Oxford:
University Next Steps




Think back to your visit to
Oxford:

* What do you remember?
* How did the visit meet or

surprise your
expectations?
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Your next Oxford identified some next steps:
ste PS 1- Consider your A-level choices

2- Thinking and talking about
university

s 3- Exploring and developing your
passions
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Step 1: Thinking about A-levels

Use the Which?
University A-level
explorer to lOOk at e e o A et ol e b 0 e £t e b
where different A- o
levels could take you ST T T

(https://university.which.co.uk/a-level-explorer)



https://university.which.co.uk/a-level-explorer

Step 1: Thinking about A-levels

These are the most common A-levels taken by
St u d e n tS a p p Iyi n g tO OXfO rd : 70% Applications;_Top 10 A-level Subjects

University Total

60%

-Maths -English Literature

-Chemistry -Economics

-Physics -Politics

-History -Geography IIII.
-Biology




Step 1: Thinking
-levels

about A

Speak to a teacher who teaches a subject you
really enjoy at school. Ask them:

* How would you evaluate studying this subject at
A-level?

 What is this subject like at university level?

 What would you recommend | do to extend my
knowledge of the parts of the subject | really
enjoy?
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Step 2: Thinking about university

Have a look at some university prospectuses:

* Look at the range of courses available. Are
there any courses you hadn’t heard of?

* Pick a subject you like. How is the course
between 2 universities different?

* If you know what you want to study:
* What are the A-level requirements?

 What are the university looking for?

ala UNIVERSITY OF
¥ CAMBRIDGE

f

f Indergragiiare.
Prospectus 2016




®)

Step 2: Thinking about university

Speak to someone who has either recently gone
to university or is applying to go. Ask them:

 What is your experience of this subject at A-
level?

 What is this subject like at university level,
how is it similar and different to A-level?

 What would you recommend | do to extend
my knowledge of the parts of the subject |
really enjoy?
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Step 2: Thinking about university

If you're struggling to find someone to speak to, universities also have ‘ask a
student’ to let you ask questions to their current students about university.

University

of Glasgow

+ Lancaster E<s
University © *

University of East Anglia

7 THE QUEEN'S COLLEGE

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD



https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/ask
https://www.gla.ac.uk/study/studentlife/askastudent/
https://www.uea.ac.uk/study/askastudent
https://www.lancaster.ac.uk/study/chat/

()

tep 3: Developing your passions

The people who look at your university applications will
often say they want pupils who are passionate about the
subject.

we o T

~ * How do you show academic passion?

v~ (without just saying, “I’m passionate
about...”)

* How do you show academic passion?
(without just saying, “I’m passionate
about...”)
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Step 3: Ways to develop your passions

Programming Courses

University lectures EPQ Relevant Work Experience

Paul Bahn

ARCHAEOLOGY

A Very Short Introdustion

Other book
examples

THE ETERNAL
PHILISTINE

GDdN you

HORVATH

&

MEH sc\'\o

Summer Schools

YOUTH WITHOUT GOD

FAITHFUL RUSLAN
0DON VON HORVATH [ GEORGI VLADIMOY

Other Books by author
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Summer School
Lectures (Photo: Edwin Andrade via https://unsplash.com/photos/4V1dC_eoCwg)
Books
Programmes e.g. Brilliant Club
Museum visits (Photo: mana5280 via https://unsplash.com/photos/o69yU0jE0Nk)
EPQ
Teach yourself programming e.g. python (Photo: Florian Olivo via https://unsplash.com/photos/4hbJ-eymZ1o)
Mock Trial 
Sport-link to study and university skills (Photo: Daniel Norin via https://unsplash.com/photos/lBhhnhndpE0)
Work experience- relevant to university course or skills (Photo: Mario Gogh via https://unsplash.com/photos/VBLHICVh-lI) 


Super-curricular activities
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Step 3: Developing your passions

Home of Big Questions



https://oxplore.org/

Step 3: Would you pay everyone the same?

EQUALPAY FOR EQUAL WORK

* Think about this big question
 What do you think? Why?

* What makes a ‘Big Question’? | L3 .
Would you pay °

everyone the same?




Step 3: Big Questions

Pick a Big Question that interests you and discuss why it interests you

Is falling in love
bad for you?

Would you want
to live forever?

Are explosions
always
destructive?

Is the death
penalty OK?

Are humans more
important than
plants?

Can you choose
to be healthy?

Do guns hurt
more people than
they protect?

Should under 18s
be allowed to
vote?

Should you ever
fall for a chat up
line?

Do aliens exist?

Is it OK to judge
other people?

Does a god exist?

Do video games
cause violence?

Is it OK to ban
certain books?

Is it OK to clone a
human being?

Should footballers
earn more than

Could there be
real-life X-men?

Is sleeping more
important than

Do you make
your own luck?

Does it matter
who you love?

nurses? studying?
Could we live Should we eat Should you Would you rather Can war be a
without laws? animals? believe the be free than good thing?
history books? safe?
Can war be a Did the chicken Can money buy Can time travel Is a robot a
good thing? come before the happiness? ever be possible? person?

egqg?




Step 3: Big Questions

What subjects could you study at university to help you answer the Big Question you have

chosen?
Studying Studying
could answer the question could answer the question
because.... because....

The Big Question

islll
Studying Studying
could answer the question could answer the question
because.... because....




Your next Oxford identified some next steps:
ste PS 1- Consider your A-level choices

2- Thinking and talking about
university

s 3- Exploring and developing your
passions
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* Decide on your next steps.

 What are you going to do
to continue your journey
towards university and
developing your passions?

SUMMING
UP




Get in touch

ORO

Email Twitter Website

access@wadham.ox.ac.uk @WadhamAccess wadham.ox.ac.uk
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